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The objective in this present study was to study biodiversity of plant and
benthos in the Southern part of Ao Manao Prachaupkhirikhan province. And to create
a variety of biological learning sites in the beach, sand and rocky beachesfor an eco-
tourism attraction in the form of eco-tourism routes.The result of benthos
biodiversity showed that the invertebrate benthos including, 3 phyla 4 class 8 order
14 families and 14 species of benthic fauna from sandy beach of Ao Manao were
found. The dominant species of benthos were mollusk while the lesser found
species were arthropods such as crab and shrimp and polychaete respectively.
The collected benthic fauna were crabs, shrimp, mollusk and polychaetes.
The ostreidae family was a dominant species that found at rocky beach.
The distribution pattern of ostreidaeat rocky beach was random and depended on
the appearance of rocks location. The coverage of ostreidae was 50 % of the 500 m?
of rocky beach. The density of ostreidae was 800 invidual/m? The biodiversity
indexobtained in this study ranged from 0.078 — 0.703. The variation of biodiversity
index depended on the transect lines and seasonal variations. The duration of high
diversity of benthos was found in July which is the monsoonal period of the area.
The result of plant survey from sand dune to the inner part of the coastal area in
this study which study revealed that there were 1 phylum which was flowering plant,
2 divisions, 13 orders, 17 families, 26 genera and 28 species. There were 3 habit
characteristics of plant species found in this study including,9 trees, shrub and herb
19 species. The distribution of plant at the coastal area showed the different species
of plant at the difference distance from the sea. Herbs were dominant at the sand
dune and the higher of plant diversity was found at the inundation area that locates
at the inner part of the beach. The plant species found at the inundation area were
shrub, herb and climber. The plant species growths at the sand dune were creeper

plants. The plants found at the inner part of the area were small shrub and herb.



Eco-tourism routes can be organized in five ways: a tour to study perennials
in the forest beach, travel route to study rocky ecosystem, tourism route to study
the beach ecology in the dunes, travel routes to study the nature of the sea and
ecological forest beach climax. Study the opinion of 35 people around the Southern
part of Ao Manao on an eco-tourism route plan to learn biodiversity.
The respondents were satisfied with the overall ecotourism plan at the highest level.
The average score was 4.19. The first question the most respondents agreed was that
they were satisfied with the ecotourism plan, the mean score was 4.49 which the
highest level. The next issue was this ecotourism plan to help conserve natural

resources. The mean score of 4.46 was the highest level of satisfaction.
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