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This research aim was to study contexts and impacts of the establishment
of special economic development zones (hereafter SEDZ) in Tak and Trad provinces,
current policy status and policy development guidelines of early childhood
educational provision for ethnic children, and development models of early
childhood educational provisions for ethnic children regarding social justice
promotion within Tak and Trad SEDZs. This was qualitative research in which target
groups included experienced agents who embraced authority or involvement in early
childhood educational provisions regarding ethnic children. Data was collected by
interviews and non-participative observation methods. It then was analyzed by
content analysis. Findings were as follows.

1. Tak and Trad SEDZs were established at the same time but located in
different parts of the Thai border. Both areas have potentials in border trade,
industry, tourism and hospitality, agriculture and regional transportation hub.
However, latent issues are increasing non-registered populations, migrant workers,
social problems, crime and drugs problems, environment problems, and justice from
development.

2. An early childhood educational provision policy status regarding ethnic
children revealed that not only were children from Thai ethnic groups but also
migrant children from neighboring countries provided with early childhood education
in Tak SEDZ. There were only children of migrant workers who had been found in
Trad SEDZ. Early childhood educational provision in both SEDZs has been
implemented following the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Interior policies and
local development directions. Regarding policy participation, people from local
ethnic groups involved in five types of participation: informing, consultation,

collaboration with educational institutions, network-building as educational



development committee, and policy decision-makers as local government managers,
local education administrators and formal community leaders. In contrast, migrant
workers had participated in which were informing, consultation and collaboration
with educational institutions. Rather, the private sector had involved with granting
scholarships and donations. With regard to policy content, the early childhood
educational provision had been provided to ethnic children in compliance with
egalitarianism, human rights, humanity and compassion. Additionally, teaching had
been provided with a combination of national and local curricula. Nevertheless,
current problems included area contexts, unclear visions and discontinuity of
national development policy and lack of area-based development policy within
SEDZs due to a transitional period of responsible mechanisms such as special
economic development committees and education committees.

The problems of educational social justice were egalitarianism and quality
of education. The early childhood educational provisions in these areas had
excluded children from ethnic groups who live in highlands and remote areas, non-
registered or non-citizen migrants and the poorest families. Parents also had
limitations to participate in early childhood educational provisions with the public
sector as full citizens. Moreover, people from ethnic groups found themselves with
limitations in communication languages or dialects, lack of capability for promotion
and diffidence in family economic status. Migrant workers also had limitations in
communication languages and their alien status which would affect to the national
security of Thailand.

3. The policy development guidelines of early childhood educational
provision for ethnic children offered two main perspectives.

3.1 A policy process development that included 1) the importance
essentials to develop early childhood educational policies that contributed to
children rights, build human capital of SEDZs, consider area contexts and
development directions and decentralization. A development of long-term, area-
based policies with clear visions and directions in early childhood education is also
needed. Participants from Tak SEDZ additionally proposed that an early childhood
education policy should become a specific agenda in order to assure effectiveness
and quality of education as a consequence of ethnic diversity in the area. 2)
Encouragement of policy participation should promote self-development in terms of
capabilities and local leaders to increase their participation in early childhood
educational provision. Self-governing migrant worker committees who coordinate

with the public and educational institutions for their children’s education should be



formulated. A close tie with the private sector to support local education funds
should be set up and managed by a committee from public, private, local
governments, communities and other parties. Furthermore, roles of NGOs and
academics in developing local education within SEDZs should be promoted.

3.2 A policy content development that embraced egalitarianism,
accessibility and quality of education. The central government should allocate
budgets to increase opportunity of ethnic children in education. Collaboration
between the public and private sectors in terms of educational funds and
development partnership mechanism would promote sustainability of educational
development. A development of quality education should contribute to
wholesomely moral and smart children who possess public consciousness and be
proficient in foreign languages especially English, Chinese, Indian and languages of
neighboring countries. Moreover, the educational provision for migrant children
should cultivate the right attitudes towards Thai society, the monarchs and
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy of King Bhumibol Adulyadej.

4. A policy development model of early childhood education provision for
children of ethnic groups regarding social justice building was developed from a
public policy development model. It embraced a policy process development, a
policy content development, a policy development goal in building social justice and

an implementation possibility of a policy development model.



