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The research objectives aimed to study the status of Thailand’s national
policy of early childhood education for children of ethnic groups in order to
understand and develop an approach and model of early childhood education
policy for children of ethnic groups living in Mae Sot District, Tak Province. Qualitative
research methods were employed in this research. Target groups were people who
were directly and indirectly involved with early childhood education policy for
children of different ethnicities. Data was collected by interviews and non-participant
observations; the data was analyzed by a content analysis technique. Findings are as
follows.

First, an early childhood educational policy for children of ethnic groups has
been developed since 1957 under an education policy for vulnerable children living
in highland and remote areas. However, specific policy content was not found prior
to 1992. Thailand signed an agreement to embrace child rights, including the United
Nations Declaration on the Education for All in 1989. Thailand also adopted the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2007. These
international rules led to a Thai policy development of early childhood education for
children of ethnic groups, especially the educational policy for vulnerable children
B.E. 2548 (2005), a cabinet resolution on July 5, 2005, a policy and strategy for long-
term early childhood development (0-5 years) B.E. 2550-2559 (2007-2016), a national
strategic plan for children in a young age (new born to pre-Prathomsuksa 1) B.E.
2550-2559 (2007-2016), and Thailand Indigenous Peoples Master Plan B.E. 2558-2560
(2015-2017).

Second, management of early childhood education for children of ethnic

groups in Mae Sot District, Tak Province, was manly the responsibility of local



governments. These authorities could gcuarantee equal rights, opportunities,
accessibility and educational quality including indiscrimination, human rights and
humanity. Also, representatives of parents, communities, NGOs, private and public
organizations participated in educational provision at a local level. However, those
local governments faced many problems during a service of early childhood
education in their responsible areas such as an increased number of non-registered
population who migrated from a neighboring country, an increased number of
children of ethnic groups, geographical difficulties, contagious diseases in the
borderland, conditions of ASEAN Economic Community, Thailand’s Specific Economic
Zone and a future, specific form of local government. These problems had affected
the policy implementation of early childhood education.

Third, approaches for a policy development of early childhood education for
children of different ethnicities living in Mae Sot District, Tak Province, should include
five aspects. First, importance and necessity of policy development should
emphasize equality, fairness, indigenous people lifestyles, decentralization, locally
contextual management, and participation from all sectors. Second, development of
policy content should embrace educational opportunity and accessibility.
Establishing of local schools in all villages could be a solution. In addition,
management of the following issues are important such as renovation of school
buildings; improvement the environment, hysgiene and safety from contagious
diseases; improvement the local curriculum by focusing on Thai, English, Burmese
and indigenous languages to support an economic growth in a Special Economic
Zone; and curriculum management that is consistent with cultures and traditions of
indigenous peoples and promotes local consciousness, family institution,
environment and public mind. Third, the policy development process should be the
direct responsibility of local governments while public organizations, parents,
communities, NGOs, private enterprises and the indigenous people network should
take part in supporting such policies. Fourth, a policy implementation approach
could establish a central mechanism for the Mae Sot District in order to develop a
policy regarding the network of early childhood education in its area. Fifth, a vision of
local leaders or managers is the most important factor of success.

Fourth, a policy model of early childhood education for children of ethnic
groups in Mae Sot District, Tak Province, was developed from a public policy process
(PDP) by reviewing the policy and context, identifying the policy agenda, designing a
policy and participating in the policy. Suggestions of this research included three

aspects. First, policy development of early childhood education in Mae Sot District



should be responsibility of local governments. The Office of Tak Province Primary
Educational Service Area 2 should act as a consultant or mentor for policy
development, whilst the Office of the Education Council should perform as a central
mechanism to support policy development through coordination with relevant

authorities at all levels.
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