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The research objective of the research of “Tourism Potential Development
for Linkage of Sukhothai and Lanna History and Civilization, with Neighboring
Countries in the ASEAN Region” is to study the tourism guidelines with regards to the
potential development for linkage of Sukhothai and Lanna History and Civilization,
with neighboring countries in the ASEAN region. It is qualitative research with the data
being collected from interviews with agencies that are related to local tourism
management where tourism resources are available, both domestic and foreign
tourism entrepreneurs, and both domestic and foreign tourists for 30 people. The
research results of the SWOT analysis can be summarized as follows.

1. Lanchang, Sukhothai and Lanna Civilization Tourism Potential

The findings with regards to cultural values and the significance of Lanna
civilization tourism attractions (Phayao, Phrae, and Nan) indicated that they have
been significant tourism attractions and therefore a cultural heritage of the Lanna
Civilization. The Lanna architectural trace has still been noticed, such as the Buddhist
sanctuary, ancient monuments and antiques, still reflecting the attachment of the
way of life of people in the Lanna civilization with “temples” and the construction
of “Buddha’s relics” as ecclesia for an enshrinement of Buddha’s relics, as the firm
spiritual anchor of people in Lanna civilization. However, these tourism attractions
have been valuable as cultural heritage and also make up a spiritual value for
people, causing the continuous engagement of tradition and way of life, with

Buddhism. Moreover, it has also reflected the varieties of ethnics that peacefully



cohabited in the Lanchang Kingdom, such as the Tai Yuan, the Tai Lu, and mountain
people of different tribes. However, the findings of the environment of Lanna
civilization tourism attractions (Phayao, Phrae, Nan) in an overview indicated that the
natural environment of most tourism attractions has still been preservable.
However, heavy droughts have occurred in natural tourism attractions, such as the
Phayao Lake, over a 70 years period, considerably affecting the ecosystem and
environment, particularly water for use and consumption. The expansion of fish
breeding sources has been decreased. The aforesaid events have possibly affected
the overview of tourism. According to the travel to access Lanna civilization tourism
attractions (Phayao, Phrae, Nan), the findings in an overview indicated good levels of
convenience, particularly in the Nan Province which has been under development of
the elderly sidewalk. The nature of the road is that it is made from asphalt along the
route. The tourists can drive starting from Phayao into Phrae and Nan. Along the
roadside, there is beautiful topography of valleys alternated with lowlands.
Moreover, along both roadsides, some interesting tourism attractions, whether
through a cultural aspect such as temples, Buddha’s relics, cultural centers, villages
which have still indicated ways of life of the people in community; and many
interesting natural tourism attractions, are also available. However, the services of
passenger cars between provinces have been seldom inconvenient or cannot
support foreign tourists well enough; and the guideposts have been rare. Moreover,
the Nan Province was found to have good solid waste management resulting in high
levels of cleanliness at tourism attractions, and good levels of facility services in
tourism attractions in an overview, particularly the Nan Province which has been
popular and has developed as tourism city. The facilities whether toilets, restaurants,
souvenir shops and lodging places, have been well arranged, with quite good
responses and hospitability of people in the area to tourists. The tourism promotion
activities, such as “Pee Mai Meuang” Songkran Festival, etc., have always been well
organized. Lanna civilization tourism attraction management (Phayao, Phrae, Nan)
has still lacked the collaborative integration between public and private sector

agencies and communities in Phayao, Phrae and Nan). However, in the Nan Province



2. Sukhothai Civilization Tourism Potential (Sukhothai and Kamphaeng Phet)

The Sukhothai kingdom consists of Sukhothai Historical Park, Si
Satchanalai Historical Park and Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park. It has had a
historically valued background for over 700 years, and consists of numerous
important historical tourism attractions. The environment of tourism attractions was
found to be complete and ancient history can be well conserved. This has resulted
in the ability of tourists to travel and perceive tourism experiences to take on board
the culture of the Sukhothai civilization. It has been convenient for accessibility to
Sukhothai and Kamphaeng Phet tourism attractions by passenger cars served for
tourists. In addition, vehicles have been served for tourists to conveniently visit
tourism attractions. As Sukhothai and Kamphaeng Phet are world heritage tourism
cities, there are hotels, lodging, restaurants, and souvenir shops for a convenient
service and hospitality to tourists under fine hospitality of people in the area to
tourists and quite high tourist safety. Overall, the tourism attraction management of
Sukhothai Province and Kamphaeng Phet Province has been at a good level due to
good support and collaboration on tourism management between public and private
sectors agencies.

Lanchang Civilization Tourism Potential (Luang Phabang, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic). Luang Phabang has been a world-class and famous tourism
city. For Thai people, the history of Luang Phabang has remained always abreast
altogether from Chiang Saen and Lanchang ages. With being a city which is adjacent
to the beautiful Mekong River, numerous ancient monasteries with preservation of
rare and distinct attractive architecture; and with identity and attractiveness of the
city and buildings influenced from the colonialism age whereas the colonial styled
architecture of the buildings are omnipresent in the whole Luang Phabang, Luang
Phabang was registered as a world heritage on December 1995, and also admired as
the best preservable city in Southeast Asia. The city’s location is also beautiful and
surrounded with two courses of rivers including the Nam Kong and the Nam Khan,
and contains an attractive nature around the city. Moreover, beautiful customs and
traditions have still been preserved and inherited until today, causing cultural values

that should be maintained. The naturalness of the environment of tourism



attractions in Luang Phabang has still remained with well conservation of ancient
monuments due to the care of USESCO as a world heritage city. The travel in Luang
Phabang is considered to be very convenient for travel by airplane and car. As Luang
Phabang is a world-class recognized tourism city, supporting facilities whether airport,
hotels and restaurants, have been available. Luang Phabang is an attractive city,
particularly the local people’s kindness and friendliness, and friendship in well
response to tourists. In addition, Luang Phabang has also had systematic tourism
management.

The guidelines of tourism potential development for linkage of Sukhothai
and Lanna History and Civilization with neighboring countries in the ASEAN region
consists of policy, improvement of tourism infrastructure, management and

promotion.
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