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Abstract

This research is part of the social academic service and art and culture maintenance of
the School of Communication Arts, Bangkok University. The objectives are 1) to explore
the communication process of local wisdom inheritance of the people in Sala Daeng
Nua Village; 2) to study the community engagement activities through the social
academic service of Bangkok University; 3) to study the Mon’s identity perceived by
local people and outsiders after taking part in “Mon Son Poom” (The Hidden Mon’s Local
Wisdom) activity. The mixed research methodologies including quantitative and
qualitative methods are used in this study.

The study finds that the Sala Daeng Nua community is a combination of Thai and
Mon people. Each group has its own local wisdom: costumes, ways of life, traditions,
cultures, food, and religions. The results from participatory communication research can
be grouped into three levels. In an individual level, the locals, both Thai and Mon in the
community, possess the learning and self-development capacity. As a group, in spite of
their differences, the locals can work together by exchanging knowledge and sharing
experiences, which leads to sense of co-ownership on The Hidden Mon’s Local Wisdom
activity. In a community level, the finding shows that in order to use a successful
learning model of one community with another community, internal and external factors
must be considered because they change all the time. Therefore, learning model for
each community must be constantly developed.

In addition, the engagement activities between Bangkok University and
community are in forms of knowledge integration, such as a panel discussion and
activities under the concept of University Social Responsibility (USR). The main activity
is a panel discussion on 1) Dusting Off Local Wisdom — Finding the Origin of Chiang Rak
Noi; 2) Decoding Palm-Leaf Scriptures. The activities that the community, the faculty,
and students work together include 1) 3-3-9 Creative Space Project ... Cycling for
Preservation, Sharing Knowledge; and 2) The Hidden Mon’s Local Wisdom. There are
also sub activities within these two activities, such as Mon’s Road, Life Classroom, Old

Photos Exhibition, Movies, and Mon’s Way of Life Stage Play, etc. All activities have led



to the knowledge body of the locals. This is different to typical temple fairs as the
activities mentioned above were driven by the community, owned by the locals. The
activities also reflect Mon’s way of life and, more importantly, focus on the transfer of
ways of life in order to create a creative space for sustainable culture.

Moreover, the findings also show that the activities also help narrow the gap
between the perception of Mon’s identity held by the locals and outsiders as well as the
age gap between older and younger people in the community. The activities are those

that relate to ways of life, history, tradition, culture, food, and economic trade.
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