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Abstract

The effect of gas velocity, weight fraction of particles and the diameter ratio of particles on the
minimum fluidization velocity was investigated in a three phase fluidized bed containing a binary
mixture of particles. Correlations for calculating the minimum fluidization velocity of binary solid
mixtures were evaluated and compared. Particles with different diameters but nearly similar density
including 750 and 3,000 u#m glass beads and 1,440 #m sand were employed in the experiments.
For each binary mixture, three different average compositions, corresponding to the averaged
weight fraction of small particles of 0.125, 0.5 and 0.875 in the bed were prepared. The
measurements were performed with gas velocities in the range of 0 — 7.84 cm/s and liquid velocities
in the range of 0 - 4.88 cm/s. From the experiments, it was found that the minimum fluidization
velocity decreased rapidly with increasing gas velocity. However, small reductions in the minimum
fluidization velocity were observed at higher gas velocities. The minimum fluidization velocity fell
rapidly at low weight fraction of small particle but almost constant minimum fluidization velocity
was observed at high weight fraction of small particles. The effect of size ratio on minimum
fluidization velocity was not observed at low weight fraction of small particles. It was found that a
system of particles with a small size ratio had a higher minimum fluidization velocity. The
correlation for calculating the minimum fluidization velocity of binary solid mixtures in a three

phase fluidized bed was shown as following,
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