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The purpose of this research is to study the objective and meaning of
pictures of Muslims appeared in the Thai traditional art and architecture of the temples
and palaces. This research focuses on the Siamese concepts toward Muslims and the
nature of Muslims that Siamese people intended to communicate to Siamese society.
The scope of research involved the concept and design of pictures of Muslims found in
Thai traditional paintings in architecture of temples and palaces and to study the
architecture associated with the presentation of content in painting. The studied period is
divided into 3 chronicle stages based on continuity and change in thinking which affected
the appearance of the paintings as follows.

1. During the late Ayutthaya period.

2. The late late Ayutthaya period, Thonburi period, King Rama | — King Rama L.
3. King Rama lll — King Rama IV.

4. King Rama V — King Rama VI.

The research reveals that some mural paintings depict the image of Muslim in

the multicultural society in various ways in different times.



In the first period, Muslim appeared in the terms of “wrong view” “non-
intelligence” and “paganism”. In the second period, the advanced knowledge and culture
of Muslim contributed to the country in form of merchants, sea voyagers and aristocrats.
In the third periods, when the foreigners were recognized in the Siamese society, the
painting represented Muslims as a part of society. In the fourth period, the pictures show
more significant role of Muslims such as “subjects under the royal patronage” who had
contributed to the country in several aspects.

The research finding leads to the discovery of new knowledge about the history
of Muslims in Siamese multicultural society through the history of Siamese art and
architecture. The research result will contribute to mutual understanding and living in
good harmony among multi-cultural groups of people in Thai society today which will be
the basis for sustainable social development based on integrated local knowledge and

culture.
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