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: The main objective of the study is to identify and analyze factors influencing the farmer’
cultxvatlon practices towards 3-stage theory of the King Bhumiphol’s new agricultural philosophy, and to
assess the practical potential, strength, and opportunity of participating farmer communities throughout
the country. The structured questionnaire forms are used as a tool for data collection and interview with
participating famers. The statistical tools being employed and reported include means, percentage and the

standard deviation of data being collected.

The findings of the study reveal that most sample farmers followed the concept of new
agricultural theory step by step until the progress towards the more advanced stages of the new theory are

achieved.

The factor attributable to the success of stage 1 of the new theory is the technical assistances
provided by related government agencies. These include an introduction of the new cultural practices as
well as appropriate technology. At the mean time, farmers mutual help and cooperation also enhance

improving their occupation motivation.

For the advanced stage (stage2) of the development, factors contributed to farmers’ success
include mutual help, collective efforts in selling the farm products, and the conservation of community
expertises and philoéophy; while the governmental assistances are also taken into account. Farmers
organizing their group developfnent up to this stage have a high potential of success in technology
adoption, social organization, and resource utilizations, all of which reflect the strength of their

communities.

Finally, factors contributing to the success of stage 3 of the development are farmer’s technical
knowledge and equitable knowledge management among participating farmers. Sharing of knowledge and

experiences also contributed to the establishment of network among farmer communities.

The most significant factors underlying the strength of participated farm communities include the

people unity and the leadership of community leaders, followed by good cooperation spirits of member
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farmers. The weaknesses of the communities are inadequate knowledge on sustainable development and
undeceive character of most farmers. Opportunity for further development is the technical assistances
from the governments as well as the private sectors; while a lack of investment capital is the main obstacle

for development.

The lesson learned from the study is that farmers’ awareness on the new agricultural theory is
consistent ‘with the King’s philosophy. To extend such a knowledge to broader groups of farmers, the
following policies and strategies are important : They are; 1) the establishment the demonstration site of
the new theory by promoting succe;sé caséé as learning centers of the communities, regions, and among
geographic regions of the country; 2) setting up networking among farmer groups /farm visit programs
throughout the kingdom; 3) establishing the extension units to provide technical assistances and
knowledge dissemination through mass media such as radio and television programs; 4) expanding and
strengthening the public extension activities towards the advanced stage of development of the new theory
using successful cares as key catalysts; 5) reformulating the current agricultural development plan to
integrate the new theory philosophy up to national agenda; and 6) setting up the exhibition fairs afxd
contests of successful cares for prizes and awards for greater awareness and wider practices among farm

communities in the country.





