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The purpose of this study was to investigate packaging design strategies for business
competition and relationship between the strategies and designers’ background. The subjects of
the study were 345 IDesign Magazine honorary members with design expertise.
Questionnaires and interview were used to collect the data. Percentage, Standard Deviation, XZ,
t-test, ANOVA, and Scheffe analysis were employed to analyze the data.

It was found that the initial stage of packaging design was to gather informaticn on
packages from various merchandise exhibitions. To get the design job, the subjects approached
directly to the clients. Designing wages were hased on the design difficulty. Packaging cost was
controlled to be between 5-10% of the productsv price. The design specification was usually
fixed by the clients. Auto CAD/3D Studio software was generally used for designing.
Adaptation or improvement of the old designs was the main technique. Emphasis was put on
the package outstanding, striking and difference from the others. A team of 2-3 designers was
assigned to do a job, normally finished within 1-2 weeks. In an urgent case, an old design was
adapted or improved. Materials to be packed, the package shape and colors were taken into
consideration. Dark color tone was in favor. The package was printed in 4 colors with real or
graphical pictures. To help lessening environmental problems, recyclable materials were chosen
for most designs. Every design had to be tested before presenting to the clients. The designer
would present his work to the clients himself. Two-three mock-ups were presented each time.
In a case that no mock up was approved, partial improvement would be made for the re-
presentation. Designers were neither interested in designing contests nor patent registration.

With respect to the relationship between packaging design strategies and designers,
sex, educational background, position, and experience, three strategies were found depending
on sex, the other three on educational background, another five on position, and two strategies
on experience. The comparison of the important level of strategies by sex, educational
background, position, and experience, as a whole, revealed no difference at the significant level
of .05.
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