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ABSTRACT 179645

The purpose of this research is to study the general conditions, cause and impact of
domestic violence as well as the foreign law concerning protection of victims of domestic
violence. In addition, analyze the difficult nature of this problem including the conflict of the laws
and the efficiency of relevant Thai legal proceedings. Finally, to study measures and methods to
resolve domestic violence using Thai laws and drafting new laws specifically to resolve this
problem. The research will be based on the effective laws, court judgments, texts and all relevant
documents from countries such as Thailand, the United Kingdom , the United States , India and
Singapore , including interviews with legal experts of domestic violence and individuals
with direct experiences.

From the study it can be seen that domestic violence such as physical , sexual and
emotional abuse is causing tremendous damage to women, children and seniors which directly
effects family wellness and possibly leads to divorce. When there are many of these problems it
will increase to the societal level causing unsafe daily life. The immediate physically impact can
be easily seen as minor injury, grievous bodily harm or death and differs from the non — visible,
mental impacts like high stress, depression and unstable mind which can all lead to physical
damage. The familial problems will be harmful to society in the long run due to unhealthy family
members becoming involved with drugs and criminal behavior. This also causes great loss to the
national economy when we have to spend money in order to help victims. In addition, Thai
Society gives value to manhood rather than giving equal rights to everyone, and encourages men
to think of their family as property they possess. At the present time there are no effective legal
proceedings or laws that can resolve this problem in a positive way to develop family bonding

and healthy families in society.
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The author suggests that the remedy to help domestic violence victims is s follows
(1) rescue the victim safely (2) prevent the reoccurrence of damages (3) physical treatment (4)
mental treatment (5) legal aids, especially the legal procedures that can reduce this problem. The
law should be implemented with an effective sanction to provide assistance and remedies to
victims of domestic violence. One way is to revise the civil law code, family chapter, section
1516 (1) from “ When a husband treats another woman as his wife or if the wife is having an
affair both parties have the right to file legal action for divorce” to the more equal level in rights
that even when a husband is having an affair the wife can sue for divorce without waiting until he
treats the other woman as a wife. And Criminal law code section 308 /1 should be implemented as
follows :

“Any person, by law or by contract, responsible for taking care of a person and has
refrains from caring for or neglects such person will get maximum of 6 months sentence or
maximum of baht 1,000 fine or both.

The offence mentioned above is a compoundable offence”

This idea of making the refusal to care for a person under their responsibility a criminal offence is
similar to the law in the United States. Also, The Act of Preventing and Resolving Domestic
Violence should be granted specifically like Singapore’s law which states that (1) the legal
definition in this Act is manifold interpreted and applicable to the circumstances.(2) In case the
condition of the victim makes it difficult to issue a complaint then the responsible officer has a
right to issue a complaint for that person or any witness also can issue a complaint for the victim
according to the community domestic violence saving principle.(3) Provide temporary protection
during the proceeding.(4) Give power to the court to compromise between both parties in order to
achieve a positive remedy. Apart from the measures mentioned above, some other societal

measures should be use to solve this problem as well.





