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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis was to study legal measures, law, and regulations related to
pregnant women prisoners and women prisoners with dependent children in the context of
Thailand and aboard. The principles, concepts, and theories about the protection of rights and
freedoms of pregnant women prisoners and women prisoners with dependent children were
reviewed, namely The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), The Standard Minimum
Rules as well as Thai law and regulations. At present, the Penitentiary Act 1936 of Thailand,
especially the section about the violation of rights and freedoms of pregnant women prisoners
and women prisoners with dependent children, has yet been revised to comply with the Standard
Minimum Rules and the United Nations Rules on the Treatment of Women Prisoners and
Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders (the Bangkok Rules), which provide guidance to
protect rights and freedoms of these population.

The study revealed that the violation of rights and freedoms of women prisoners was
partly due to the “prison overcrowding.” High occupancy rates led to many problems such as a
lack of adequate hygiene and health care, a lack of the accommodation and facilities that meet
their specific needs, including sanitary supplies for the personal care of children and women. One
common problem found among all prisons was the unavailability of qualified medical
practitioners, necessary technical equipment and medical supplies. Safety and security of
pregnant women prisoners and women prisoners with small children also are concerned. During
personal searches, some women prisoners experienced strip searches and invasive body searches,

which violated their dignity. In addition, some prisons used shackles with pregnant women



prisoners during labour, and immediately after birth to prevent an escape, even though this
practice violates the Standard Minimum Rules.

The author therefore proposed amendments to the Penitentiary Act in section 4, 6, 9
and 14, which are related to the protection of rights and freedoms of pregnant women prisoners
and women prisoners with children, in order to comply with the Standard Minimum Rules and

enhance the implementation of the Bangkok Rules in Thailand.



