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This research aims 1) to analyze for perceptions and expectations in
preparation to the ASEAN Economic Community 2) to analyze compare perceptions
and expectations in preparation to the ASEAN Economic Community, classified as
general data 3) to analyze the relationship between perceptions and expectations in
preparation to the ASEAN Economic Community 4) to propose the problems and
development guidelines from perceptions and expectations in preparation to the
ASEAN Economic Community. The samples were 164 entrepreneurs who do businesses
in Mae Sot District, Tak Province and the related group for 30 people. The research
tools were the questionnaire and interview forms. The statistical analysis used
frequency distribution, percentage, mean, and standard deviation. Hypothesis testing
used t-test, f-test, and paired sample test by LSD method. The correlation testing used
in the research was Pearson Correlation. The results from the in-depth interview were
used for the content analysis, synthesis, and interpretation for the conclusion of the
problems and development guidelines from perceptions and expectations in
preparation to the ASEAN Economic Community.

The result found that:

1. The entrepreneurs were mostly female amount 92 people (56.10%). The
education level was mostly bachelor degree, 75 people (45.73%). The form of business
was mostly sole proprietorship, 109 people (66.47%). The business category was
mostly service business, 41 people (25.00%). The authorized capital was mostly below
a million baht, 136 people (82.93%). The duration of business was mostly 1 — 5 years,
60 people (36.59%).

2. The perceptions of entrepreneurs in overview were in the moderate level.
Considering in each aspect found that perceptions in preparation to the ASEAN

Economic Community which were in the moderate level including economic, human



security, social, culture, environment, and political security. The expectations of
entrepreneurs in overview were in the high level. Considering in each aspect found
that expectations in preparation to the ASEAN Economic Community which were in
the high level including economic, human security, environment, culture, social, and
political security.

3. The research hypothesis testing found that the perceptions of entrepreneurs
classified by gender, education level, the form of business, authorized capital were not
different. On the other hand, the perceptions of entrepreneurs classified by business
category, the duration of business were different at a significance level of 0.05. The
expectations of entrepreneurs classified by gender, education level, the form of
business, authorized capital, business category were not different. In contrast, the
perceptions of entrepreneurs classified by the duration of business were different at a
significance level of 0.05.

4. The relationship between perceptions and expectations of entrepreneurs in
the aspects of economic, human security, social, environment, culture, political
security were positively related to the preparation to the ASEAN Economic Community
at a significance level of 0.05.

5. The problems and development guidelines of entrepreneurs before
preparation to the ASEAN Economic Community

In economic, develop the big market to expand commercial and investment
opportunities, increase the employment, and promote the source of raw material in
order to use domestic raw material, reduce production cost, and create the
competitive advantage in commercial.

In human security, reorganize the structure of economic, social, and political in
appropriate ways. Focusing to create of fairness, reduce the disparity, create the
confidence for justice mechanism and process, solve the land possession problem,
and live together in peace.

In social, elevate the quality of life, the government must prepare the good
social welfare to people for the security of life, develop the society in appropriate
ways, especially in the family level.

In environment, know how to use the natural resource to be worthwhile, select
the substitute energy, and have the common sense to solve the environment problem

because it was not somebody else’s problem.



In culture, change the thought, belief, attitude, value of people in the society.
Implant and educate Thai youths in the cultural diversity. Focusing on the study of
History and local culture to see the distinctive point of people in various countries in
order to study and consider of acceptance the suitable culture.

In political security, promote the democratic value, good governance, rule of
law in ASEAN, and promote the synergy of public and private sector in the tasks related

to political and security community for the solutions of new form of threats.
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