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Abstract
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The research aims to investigate the relationships between oral proficiency in
English and pertinent factors underlying speaking ability, i.e. prior ‘oral competence,
English background knowledge, duration of formal English study, daily exposure to the
target language, attitudinal factors, and independent learning style preference. The
sampling population comprised 275 KMITNB undergraduate students (79.25% of the
total population) from 15 departments of 5 faculties who enrolled in English
Conversation 1 (810316) in the second semester of the academic year 2004. The data
were collected through a survey questionnaire. Arithmetic means (M), S.D., percentage,
Pearson product moment correlations, and stepwise multiple regression analysis were
used to address the research questions.

The analyses revealed positive relationships between oral proficiency and other.
six independent variables comprising previous oral ability, recent English grade, duration
of English study, daily English exposure, intrinsic motivation, and extrinsic motivation
whereas a negative relationship between oral proficiency and class anxiety was
explored. Contrary to the conjecture; however, the relationship between independent
learning style and oral proficiency was not statistically supported. The stepwise multiple
regression analysis further indicated that oral proficiency was attributable to four
influential components, i.e. prior oral competence, recent English grade, daily English
exposﬁre, and extrinsic motivation. These four variables together accounted for 46.5% of
the total variability; whereas other factors underlying oral proficiency might not yet be
explored or studied.



