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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study concept, theory and principle in relation to the
election including comparison between the election system and pre-election under Thai laws and
the election system and pre-election under foreign laws in order to find a guideline which is
suitable to resolve the problems of pre-election in Thailand as well as pre-election laws shall be
improved to be efficient for development of the pre-election model appropriately.

The Constitution of Thailand B.E. 2550 prescribes an important principal, exercising
an election right is a duty. The Constitution's intention of the pre-election is to facilitate eligible
voters fully to exercise their political right by pre-election, in case that the eligible voters are
unable to vote on the election date. However, there are some problems relating to the members of
the Representatives pre-election: the election registration of the eligible voters due to Section 97
of the Organic Act on the Election of Members of the Representatives and the Installation of
Senators under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 is not in accordance with
intention of the Constitution of Thailand B.E. 2550, Section 72, paragraph three and the principle
of proportionality under the Constitution. Because of such Section 97 prescribes the eligible
voters, who desire to exercise their right of pre-election, shall register to exercise the right before
the election date not later than 30 days. But, those who applied for the previous pre-election
registration not aware that the registration will be valid until informing to change. This has made
the registered eligible voters cannot vote at the polling station in their hometown, where
appearing their names in the house registration; For this case, the registered eligible voter have to
change the registration before, then their names will be shown back at the old constituency. This

has brought immoderate burdens to people; the problem of facilitation to any person is, in



extenuating circumstances, unable to vote because of his/her work is in urgent and timely manner
such as doctor, nurse etc. including those who live in the place that difficult to go for vote for
instance sailors. The government should facilitate to the said persons.

On the basis of the results of this research, it can be concluded that: Section 97 of the
Organic Act on the Election of Members of the Representatives and the Installation of Senators
under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 should be amended in order to be
corresponding to the principle of proportionality of the Constitution of Thailand B.E. 2550,
Section 72: It should be amended that the registration shall be in force only for a general election
and shall effect to the registered eligible voters occasionally: the pre electoral rolls shall effect
only one for that election and for the next general election, the eligible voters shall register for
pre-election again. This shall make us know the true amount of the registered eligible voters and
shall not make any burden to people.

Last but not least, the right protection of those who not coming to vote in this case
means any person is unable to neglect his/her work or travel to vote such as doctor, nurse etc.
including those who live in the place that difficult to go for vote for instance sailors who is tied up
with his/her work on the election date. The study of foreign laws found that the election laws of
Italy, Switzerland, Australia, and South Korea prescribes that the eligible voters are able to vote
in a special polling station or moveable polling station where located in hospitals. In Japanese
election laws prescribes that the sailors shall vote for election through post. Therefore, Thai
election laws shall be amended that the eligible voters shall vote for election at a special polling
station or moveable polling station. As well as the sailors shall vote for election through post as
well. Also, there should be provided vehicles to the eligible voters who residing in far-way rural
areas or wilderness areas. These recommendations shall facilitate the eligible voters to come vote

for election according to the intention of the Constitution.
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