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ABSTRACT

A “public trial” means the conduct of judicial proceedings in which the public has a
right to be admitted which is one of fundamental principles of criminal proceedings, its objectives
include ensuring a judiciary that behave fairly and that are sensitive to the values espoused by
society, promoting a shared sense that courts operate with integrate and dispense justice and
providing an on-going opportunity for the community to engage in judicial proceedings.

The main objective of this research concentrates on issues concerning the public trial,
which guaranteeing rights of criminal defendants, the in camera trial, which is an exception of the
public trial principle, relating concepts and jurisdiction of the juvenile and family court by
researching laws of other countries and international law to draw a comparison with Thai laws in
order to analyze weaknesses in the public trial principle to the defendants’ right under Child
Protection Act, B.E. 2546 (2003), and suggest solutions to such problems with the aim of
reforming law to reach international standards and absolutely protect right of criminal defendants.

The research shows that Thai court proceedings are presumed open, unless
specifically closed by law, which criminal trial in the juvenile and family court is one of an
exception for the purpose of protecting right of juvenile offenders to reintegrate them into society.
Child Protection Act, B.E. 2546 (2003), instituting the juvenile and family court to hear all types
of juvenile cases including criminal cases, which causes problems in case of adult offenders
committing crimes under the law are also conducted in in camera trial, therefore, such offenders’
right to public trial, which guaranteed by the Constitution, is denied unfairly. In conclusion, such

law shall be amended to effective adult offenders’ right protection.



