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The objectives of the research were to study: (1) the King Mongkut’s intention
for producing works of art, (2) the social context affecting in King Mongkut’s intention
for producing works of art and (3) the patterns and meanings of works of art in the
time of King Mongkut’s reign. The time of studying is during 2367 - 2411 B.E.
(Buddhist Era), spanning since Prince Mongkut was ordained to be Vajirayanabhikkhu,
ascended to be King Mongkut and until his death. The areas of studying were Wat
Boromnivas, Wat Somanasviharn, Wat Pathumwanaram, Wat Rachapraditsatitmaha-
simaram and Wat Makutkasattriyaram which are temples that clearly were built
under his royal patronage. The main intention that King Mongkut produced the works
of art was to maintain his supreme authority as a patron of Buddhism. Since his
authority was challenging by internal and external political factors: the internal one
was the lack of his ruling power and the external one was the influence of western
imperialism. Because the modern changes in politics, societies and economy had
been widespread, the ruling class in Siam had to adjust their worldviews and beliefs
toward Tribumi and Buddhism in new perspectives. As we can see these adjustments
from the king’s establishment of Dhammyuttika, a sub-sect of the Thai Theravada
school of Buddhism, and his management to use Dhammyuttika’s temples and works
of art as a channel to convey his thought instructing monks and people to behave
the way he intended. Concepts, forms and techniques of arts in the reign of King
Mongkut were acquired from many directions: traditional art in the preceding reign of

king Rama Ill; the style of art taken from Ayutthaya era, and adapted concepts and



techniques from the western art. Apart from those, there were also new artistic

creations that became distinguishing patterns of this time.
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