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Abstract

The methodology used to answer the research questions was a multi-method approach
utilizing both quantitative and qualitative methods. This study describes a networking
process conducted in Thailand (2006) that resulted in changes in teachers’
competencies to improve their classroom environments using a constructivist
perspective. The study involved three phrases. First, with the cooperation of
university staff, educational-area supervisors and principals, the research team was
conducted and the nature and learning problems in small schools were studied.
Second, a networking process was developed to be implemented in schools and then
attitudes of stakeholders about this process was assessed. This process involved 3
steps: forming team in school; working with the teachers on how to improve their
classroom environments through the constructivist perspective. Finally, setting
opportunity for teachers to present their own action research about improving
classroom environments using a constructivist perspective. There were 6 mini steps in
step two of this process. These involved: working with the teachers on how to
improve their classroom environments through the constructivist perspective;
assessing the students’ actual and preferred classroom environments with the
Constructivist Learning Environment Survey; providing the results to the teachers and
assisting them in making action plans to improve their own classroom environments;
collecting qualitative data from students about the class, activities and the teacher;
holding weekly individual meetings with the teachers concerning class occurrences
and specific techniques that could be used in an attempt to change the actual
environments; and re-assessing the students’actual environments.Research
instruments were the Constructivist Learning Environments Survey and Attitude
questionnaire. Research results showed that small schools usually situated in low
socio-economic communities which were far from the city. These schools were old
and lack of teachers and support about budget, specific laboratory and playground.
There were three problems concerning teaching and learning in these schools. The
problems were about teachers, students and instructional instruments. This process
was effective to be implemented in small schools and all stakeholders were satisfied
with this process.





