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ABSTRACT

Electoral Justice is at the cornerstone of democracy in that it safeguards both the
legality of the electoral process and the political rights of citizens. It has a fundamental role in the
continual process of democratization and catalyses the transition from the use of violence as a
means for resolving political conflict to the use of lawful means to arrive at a fair solution.

An electoral justice system that resolves political conflict through different legal
mechanisms, guaranteeing full compliance with the law, enables democracy to thrive. This
deepens the importance of strong electoral bodies, and improving the framework within which
political, administrative and judicial institutions coexist. In consequence, it provides cognitive
elements that will assure social stability.

The thesis combines a profound analysis of the concept of electoral justice with a
prevailing pragmatic viewpoint that serves both academics and electoral officers within
administrative and judicial institutions. Moreover, the Handbook offers a highly structured study
of all that encompasses electoral dispute resolution, ranging from prevention to resolution.

At the same time, this thesis provides a thought-provoking classification of electoral
dispute resolution systems, which sets out a series of structural principles and procedural
guarantees that are of critical importance for electoral justice as a whole. The thesis emphasizes
how crucial it is for institutions in charge of administrating electoral justice to be legitimized by
the citizens. It draws attention to somekey variables of legitimacy, such as the importance of
political consensus in defining the structure and composition of the electoral body, the essential
character of transparency and the imperative of the independence of the institution in charge of

resolving electoral disputes.



In conclusion, elections are at the core of the democratic process. The competitive
and politically divisive nature of elections and their technical complexity make them vulnerable
to abuse, fraud of perceptions thereof. At the same time, elections are able to achieve their key
purpose of providing legitimacy to the government only if they are fully trusted and perceived to
be impartial and fair. Hence the need for an effective mechanism to prevent, mitigate or resolve
disputes that are likely to arise in every electoral process, and to preserve and when necessary

restore the real and perceived equality of citizens and their representatives.



