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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the investigative news stories that received the best news
reward from Isra Amantakul Foundation since 1972 to 2015 totaling 36 news stories. The study
using qualitative methods —a documentary or content analysis and in-depth interview the reporters
and the stake holders who involved and earned the best news competition totaling 42 persons.

Research results regarding the development of the best news competition reveal that
all rewarded news stories are investigative news stories. In addition, the presentation of these
investigative news on the newspaper resulted of uncovering and stopping several fraudulence and
consumption. Consequently, there were punishments of those people involving certain wrong
doing furthermore, some related policies, laws and regulation were also changed to present
those wrong doing.

The best news competition shows that from 36 news rewarded there are 23 news
stories published in quality newspapers and 13 popular newspapers. Thairath daily newspaper
has a largest number of news stories (121 items from totaling 410 items) were sent for the best
news competition while Matichon daily newspaper won 23 best news which is the biggest
number comparing to other newspapers.

In addition, political news incidents, especially concerned with fraudulence and
corruption, occur most frequently in the Education Ministry, the Stock Exchange of Thailand and
the Commerce Ministry. These investigative news incidents uncovered the issues and made news
coverage through field observation, documentary research and law review looking for any legal

violation. The biggest incidents concerning corruption issue that revealed by investigative



reporting are the eases who of in ex-prime minister Thaksin Shinnawatra and ex-prime minister
Yinglak Shinnawatra who involving to some kinds of fraudulent in their governments.

However, findings from content analysis and in-depth interviews show that the
quantity and quality of a number investigative news stories recently decrease, especially news
about corruption. This phenomenon is due to several limitations in news making such as the
news making policy, the intervening from business investors, governmental and political sources,
and other social factors.

Morever, young or junior reporters today lack of training in investigative news
reporting and less motivation to do a risky and difficult job investigative reporting Most media
organizations also tries to make them survival in the business industry competition by presenting
soft news and sensitive news stories to attract the mass market.

The key informants from the interview suggested media organizations set a concrete
newspaper policy to promote reporters conducting quality investigative reporting to protect public

interest and get rid of corruption in the country.



