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ABASTRACT

This qualitative research was conducted through two methods an analysis of contents
about “Kamnan Suthep” which presented in print media, television and social network media, and
the in-depth interviews about “Kamnan Suthep” from insider persons who participated in the
political rally and 18 outsiders including political reporters, communication arts and political
science Academicians.

The research results show that “Kamnan Suthep” a strategic political communicator
can be analyzed his characteristics referring to source credibility theory. A source credibility in
terms of trustworthiness of “Kamnan Suthep” was found deriving from his leadership
characteristics as being a political man with authority and powers. Moreover, It supported by his
courageous resignation from member of the House of Representatives and Democrat Party to
become the leader of the political rally without fear that it can bring himself in difficult time and
risk situation

In addition, Kamnan Suthep’s expertness can be observed by his experience of being
experienced political man for a long time both in government side and opposition side. He also
showed expertise in forming a coalition government successfully.

In terms of dynamism characteristics, Kamnan Suthep demonstrated a successful
persuasive speaker by using ethos, logos and pathos in his rhetoric. He can dance, sing a song or
even crying in the rally stage to mobilize certain emotional feeling from hundred thousands of
people in many situation, Moreover, Kamnan Suthep employed variety of symbolic instruments

to crate the purposive meaning for different situations in order to empower and persuad the group



of participates in the political rally. Example of a speech that used to call the mass participant
such as “Maolmahaprachachon” or “Mass of Great Public” which was reproduced and
communicated through different channels and platforms of the media.

Finding also reveal that Kamnan Suthep presented Thai national flag as a symbol
representing the unity of any Thai people encouraging them fighting to protect motherland and
royal institute. Another symbol which maked every Thai people recognize this rally was the
whistle, an instrument as a signal for cheering and warning. For non-verbal language, Kamnan
Suthep used urgent situation to create image of his sacrifice such as leading thousands of
protesters in fighting and walking for a long distance during the rally and having lunch time on
downtown street. Kamnan Suthep attempted to persuade all parts of people and create networks to
connect every group such as elite and middle class, business man, celebrity and also people from
any region of the country.

Perception of Kamnan Suthep’s image included both positive and negative image.
Although Mr. Suthep Thaugsuban was resigned from a member of parliament and Democrat party
member with new nickname “Kamnan Suthep” subdistrict headman. However, almost of political
reporters that have been interviewed still have the conventional image of being politician which
maybe have a certain hidden agenda. In positive vision, however he is the real leader, mass

psychologist, strategist and mass movement leader.



