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ABSTRACT

This paper aimed to study the effects of language and cultural differences
on Thai hill tribe students’ intelligence test performances. WASI-T was used to
investigate the cultural bias in this test item. The population of this research was hill
tribe students who were studying in grades 1-6 at Suksanaree Anusorn2 School in
Mae-Ai District, Chiangmai Province. Structured questionnaire was designed to
collect personal information and level of Thai literacy efficiency. CPM, an intelligence
test with low cultural bias, was used in order to recruit students who had average 1Q
scores to be samples in this research.

Cultural biases were found in Verbal part: both vocabulary and similarities
subtests of WASI-T. It was suggested that inappropriate usage and learning skills of
the Thai language among these hill tribe students contributed to lower 1Q scores than
they were capable of achieving. These findings implied that the appropriate 1Q test for
hill tribe students should be liberated from cultural bias and less dependent on the
verbal part. Moreover, teaching activities should allow these students to improve their
Thai usage skills in order to understand and communicate like other students in
Thailand.
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