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11  Public order Act 1986 Section 1 Riot  (1)  Where 12 or more persons who are present together use 

or threaten unlawful violence for a common purpose and the conduct of them (taken together) is such as would 
cause a person of reasonable firmness present at the scene to fear for his personal safety, each of the persons 
using unlawful violence for the common purpose is guilty of riot.                                                                                                                                               

 (2) It is immaterial whether or not the 12 or more use or threaten unlawful violence simultane-
ously.                

 (3) The common purpose may be inferred from conduct.                                                                                         
  (4) No person of reasonable firmness need actually be, or be likely to be, present at the scene.                             
  (5) Riot may be committed in private as well as in public places.                                                                              
  (6) A person guilty of riot is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for a term not  
exceeding ten years or a fine or both.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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12  Public order Act 1986 Section 2 Violent disorder (1)  Where 3 or more persons who are present 

together use or threaten unlawful violence and the conduct of them (taken together) is such as would cause a 
person of reasonable firmness present at the scene to fear for his personal safety, each of the persons using or 
threatening unlawful violence is guilty of violent disorder.                                                                                                                                                                

  (2) It is immaterial whether or not the 3 or more use or threaten unlawful violence simultaneously.                             
  (3) No person of reasonable firmness need actually be, or be likely to be, present at the scene.                              
  (4) Violent disorder may be committed in private as well as in public places.                                                                              
  (5)  A person guilty of violent disorder is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for a 

term not exceeding 5 years or a fine or both, or on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 6 months or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or both.  

13  Public order Act 1986 Section 3 Affray  (1)  A person is guilty of affray if he uses or threatens 
unlawful violence towards another and his conduct is such as would cause a person of reasonable firmness 
present at the scene to fear for his personal safety. 

  (2) Where 2 or more persons use or threaten the unlawful violence, it is the conduct of them taken 
together that must be considered for the purposes of subsection (1).        

 (3) For the purposes of this section a threat cannot be made by the use of words alone.            
  (4) No person of reasonable firmness need actually be, or be likely to be, present at the scene.                                   
 (5) Affray may be committed in private as well as in public places.             
  (6) A constable may arrest without warrant anyone he reasonably suspects is committing affray.                              
  (7) A person guilty of affray is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for a term not 

exceeding 3 years or a fine or both, or on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 
months or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or both.                                                                                                                                               

14 Public Order Act 1986  Section 1 (1). 
15 Public Order Act 1986  Section 2 (1). 
16 Public Order Act 1986  Section 3 (2). 
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17  Public order Act 1986 Section 8 Interpretation 
 KviolenceL means any violent conduct, so that                                                                                                                         

 (a) except in the context of affray, it includes violent conduct towards property as well as violent 
conduct towards persons, and                                                                                                                                                           

 (b) it is not restricted to conduct causing or intended to cause injury or damage but includes any 
other violent conduct (for example, throwing at or towards a person a missile of a kind capable of causing 
injury which does not hit or falls short).  
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18  Section 231 Taking part in a brawl 
  (1) Whosoever takes part in a brawl or an attack committed against one person  by more than one 

person  shall be liable for this participation to imprisonment not exceeding three years or a fine if the death of a 
person or grievous bodily harm (section 226) is caused by the brawl or the attack.                                                                                                         

  (2) Whosoever took part in the brawl or the attack without being to blame for it shall not be liable 
under subsection (1) above. 
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