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ABSTRACT

When considering from the problem of prison overcrowding and the specific genders,
including the social role of the women have to raise a child and family, as well as the
characteristics of the prisons designed for detention of the hardened criminals mostly are men.
The imprisonment of women prisoners in the prisons has caused negative impact on the women,
their child and family members in multiple aspects. The objective of this thesis is to study the
guidelines on designating alternative measures of punishment instead of imprisonment of women
offenders in the prisons. It has been analyzed and compared with the foreign laws such as
in England, the United States and France, as well as the requirements of the United Nations Rules
for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders
(Bangkok Rules).

In the study found the provisions in the Thai Criminal Code designate the courts
to use their discretion on punishment of the offenders in just five categories. It is different from
the law of England, that has measures on community sentence and the United States, which has
the intermediate punishment designates the alternative for the courts to exercise their discretion
on the punishment to suit the offenders in several aspects, it includes giving discretion for the
courts to punish the offenders in terms of house arrest. The same as the law of France, which has
a provision to give discretion to the courts to order house arrest by using the electronic monitoring
as well. Thus, when consider supplementing the concept according to the requirements of the United
Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women
Offenders, it supports the use of non-custodial measures with some women offenders it should

amend the Thai law provisions, so the courts can exercise their discretion to house arrest for



non violent offences or not habitual women offenders, the pregnant women or women with
dependent children, and juvenile female offenders. In order that, that provision has to designate
guidelines and conditions on the offences that can order house arrest, duration of detention,
court proceedings before ordering the punishment measures by house arrest and measures

to prevent from escaping as well.



