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ABSTRACT

The inspection of prisoners’ letters regards as one of the prison’s security measures in
order to prevent someone from bringing illegal things to or from the prisoners in jail. If they are
the letters, petitions, or the lawyer’s communication about the litigation, it was not allowed to
inspect those letters as well as the prison’s securities about the inspection of prisoners’ letters have
an effect on some advantages of the prisoners as Corrections Act, 2479 (1936) and Ministerial
Regulations issued by virtue of section 58 of Corrections Act, 2479 (1936) as stated. At present, it
still does not have any enforcement on the provision of the inspection of prisoners’ letters. This
problem has the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners of the United Nation,
which was the way that the global community has helped to create and evolve this standard in
order to protect the prisoners’ human rights as well as their human dignity and any countries wish
to use this standard as their model or use as the guidelines for issuing national law or can be
prescribed the way on imprisonment sentence with international standard and in many countries
such as Federal Republic of Germany, England, United States of America, Common Wealth of
Australia and Japan, every countries to see this matter as important by classifying all these in form
of special law in order to be pattern and security for the treatment of prisoners’ letters as suitability
and standardization.

This thesis employs the documentary research method by searching from the concepts
and theories of law, as well as rules and regulations of the Department of Corrections that concern
the inspection of prisoner’s letters in order to analyze if the prisoners have the fundamental rights
and freedoms about communication via letters or how to be affected on the prisoners’ advantages
and the corrections officer who perform the duty of the inspection of prisoners’ letters and

whether it has got the protection according to the legislation.



The research findings found that corrections work of Thailand concerning the
inspection of prisoners’ letters was consistent with some principles in many international countries
and international obligation, that is to say the prisoners have got the rights and freedoms in case of
requiring on sending the letter to the ombudsman, or the complaints, filing the complaints and the
petitions to any administrative agency, to be disallowed the prison officers inspected those
prisoners’ letters but for inconsistence were the guidelines for the inspection of prisoners’ letters
which the prisoners used for communication with the people, agencies or any organization outside
the prison. Department of Corrections has never held to the legality’s principles according to
Corrections Acts or Ministerial Regulations that is treated as specific law, but Department of
Corrections turned to hold the strict treatment according to the written order as to be known that
the letter of order has not any hierarchy of execution stood equivalent to the law anyway.

As the law regarding penal administration still has not any legal provision on the
protection of prisoners’ rights and freedoms concerning the communication via the letters and still
has not any legal provision provided the power and duty of the officers who related to the
inspection of prisoners’ letters as well so it caused some violation of the prisoners’ rights and
freedoms and lead to the correctional officers for the inspection of prisoners’ letters were being
consistently complained about by the prisoners. The main reason is due to there is not any law to
be used as a standard for particularly and clearly providing each sector’s rights and duties.

The author is of opinion that, as the rights of the prisoners’ communication becomes
another fundamental human rights as well as to be the standard minimum that the prisoners to be
allowed. If there is any violation of the rights as stated, of course it will get an assurance and
protection by the law. The protection of human rights in process of judgment is one of problem
that the government should focus on as well. Particularly, in the last process of the judgment
system that is the correctional work system, it should be emphasized this work as a special case
that whether there are any actions violating the prisoners. Due to the correctional work as the
officers’ function in the area, it is not easy for inspection from the organization or institutes and
external society. The prisoners have a chance to use the letters as a communication tools with
other people by no one thinking that they are the defected person and have not lost communication

with other people. Besides, it can be a raise of prisoners’ expectation for reforming themselves.



Therefore, the inspection of prisoners’ letters should be enacted as the law in order to
be a social security that the Department of Corrections has conducted and preceded for inspection
of prisoners’ letters by lawful equivalent to international law, including being consistent with the

Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners of the United Nation.



