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Project Title : Thai returned migrant workers and HIV/AIDS : The case of Thai

women returning from Japan
Investigator : Dr. Anchalee Jong-on Janta-po,

Graduate College, Siam University

Project Period : 2 years (July 2003 — August 2005)

Over the last two decades, Thai women migrated to Japan illegally to work in the
entertainment business. Most of them were trafficked from rural area of the northern part of
Thailand and were forced into debt-bondage to work in sex trade. They seeked to escape from
cruel working conditions. Some could come back home with bad health conditions both mentally
and physically. This research was conducted in Chiang-Rai, the northern province of Thailand
by using In-depth Interview technique and focus group discussion with key informants,
especially Thai women who retumed from Japan. The objectives of this study were to examine
the migration and reintegration process of Thai women from Japan and to look at the living
condition and their adaptation to community of origin after returning to Thailand.

The research found that Thai women were trafficked to work in Japan by their friends or
relatives. The trafficked Thai women could not repay the debts from trafficking fee and they
were forced in to prostitution under the Yakuza. Their living and working conditions were
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS infection. Those Thai women returned to Thailand by escaping from
the Yakuza, being arrested by the police, and asking help from Thai embassy to sent them back
to Thailand. Some returnees came to Thailand and suffered from HIV/AIDS infection. Infected
returnees found it’s difficult for them to adapt themselves into the Thai society, because they were
not welcomed by the local people. They lived separately with limited contacts with other people.
They also had suffering and painful experiences from Japan. Most of them were under HIV/AIDS
medical treatment with free of charge sponsored by Thai government. Some women who are
infected without HIV/AIDS symptoms continue working as prostitutes in the big cities of Thailand
or neighbor countries such as Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan. The women who work in these
countries frequently travel back to Thaitand which causes the HIV/AIDS virus spread further. The
related organizations both government and private sector should urgently provide the accurate
information about the actual and dangerous working conditions in Japan to the young girls in the

villages and the women who work entertainment places in the big cities.
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