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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to study the problem relating to the legal measures in
Prisoner Body Search to know that whether or not the legal measures in Prisoner Body Search at
the present are contradicted to the international principle and to violate the human dignity of the
prisoner, specially for the search of prisoner by stripping all clothes to search for illicit objects
hidden in the prisoner’s body for which the direct search against the prisoner’s body would have
caused the prisoner to have sexually disgraceful feeling.

From the study of problem of the prisoner body search in Thailand, it is found that
Thailand has the legal measures in relation to the direct search of the prisoners in the Ministry of
Interior’s regulations issued in accordance with the statements in Section 58 of the Correction Act
1936. The rules for the search of prisoners was designated and the type of prisoners was
classified, requiring that all prisoners must be searched upon the acceptance of prisoners into the
prison. In searching for illicit objects, in case of the male prisoner the male officer is required to
do that duty and if the prisoner is a female, the female officer must perform the search. If the
female officer is not available the female prisoner is required to display all things brought with
her at the time to the searching officer. In case of doubt, the reliable woman shall be invited to
assist the search. However the Act does not provide or have the legal measures relating to the
details, jurisdiction, procedures and methods in searching the prisoners. This has caused the
correction officer to have the full authority in searching the prisoners without lawful control
which would be resulted in the violation of the prisoner’s human dignity.

For the measures in prisoner body search in the foreign countries such as the Federal

Republic of Germany, the United States of America, Hong Kong Special Administration Region



of the People’s Republic of China and Australia, the legal measures in relation to the search of
prisoners in these countries are all under the provision of law, regulation, articles with details,
jurisdiction and procedures in prisoner body search for the protection of the prisoner’s human
dignity and to prevent the prisoner from being shameful during the search.

From the problem of legal measures in prisoner body search, the author would like to
offer the recommendation as follows:

(1) The provisions in the regulations of the Ministry of Interior, issued in accordance
with the statements in Section 58 of the Correction Act 1936 should be amended by adding
statements into Section 36 of the said regulations requiring the jurisdiction, criteria, procedures
and method in prisoner body search to be clearly written for the protection of the prisoner’s
human dignity.

(2) The way to reduce the number of prisoners in the prison should be seeked for.
The other penalty measures may be applied instead of imprisonment for the offenders together
with the way to increase the number of correction officers and have them developed to match
with the number of the prisoners.

(3) The effective electronic equipment should be widely developed and applied as the
assistant in prisoner body search, for examples, the use of X-ray for searching the objects hidden
inside the prisoner’s body instead of using the method of putting finger into the prisoner’s asshole

for reducing the effect against the shame and safety of the prisoner.



