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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to examine definition, history, theoretical concept, rights to access
water resource, river basin, and statistics of water usage in Thailand as well as problems in
enforcing regulations about the right to access water resource in agricultural section whether the
present regulations are effective enough to redress the problems. Moreover, the researcher
compared Thai and foreign regulations on the right to access water resource to be a guideline and
to improve the present to be more effective and more applicable to the usage of water which
could later protect the right of water users.

The results indicated that regulations about the rights to access water resource in
agricultural section such as Act of People Irrigation B.E.2482 and Act of Royal Irrigation B.E.
2485 could not solve the problems resulted from conflicts of the usage of water for agriculture.
Furthermore, Thailand had no regulations stating about the rights to use water which was the clear
definition of any questionable ownership of water being a guideline for effective water
management plan. Plus, there had been no law directly stating the access of water. There might be
a number of laws but they were scattering which resulted in a lack of unity of the laws. Such the
lack caused, when problem raised, ambiguousness for which unit would be responsible to solve
the problem and also caused an overlap responsible area of related units because there was no
section authorizing the National Water Committee. Moreover, the present out-of-date law was not
suitable with the present economy where sufficient agriculture became commercial agriculture.
Besides, there was no law requiring the registration of farmers so when problems raised
government could solve the problems that the farmers performed. However, government could

not solve the mentioned problem and conflict because government did not have a close



understanding with them. Lastly, the fee of the water usage did not reflect the real capital which
resulted in the careless usage of water causing problem with farmers who were not close to the
water resource. The problem could start a fight of seeking water in the near future.

The research would suggest the solutions to redress such the problems as followings:
Study cases in usage of water in agriculture with an amendment of laws about rights to access to
water resource namely of People Irrigation B.E.2482 and Act of Royal Irrigation B.E. 2485 to
enhance to explicit enforcement by issuing ministerial laws, announcement on rights to use water
resource, study cases of water usage in agricultural section which would bring methods to manage
water for agriculture in order to decrease the conflicts derived from water usage problem of

farmers in different distance of the water resource as well as other people in other parts.



