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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the issues related to the Thai Law on Solid Waste Management,
powers and duties of the bodies which are responsible for solid waste management and people’s
rights and participation in solid waste management. The Law on Solid Waste Management has a
dual focus. Firstly there is law a focus on cleanliness, the prohibition of disposal of solid waste in
prohibited areas and environmental conservation. Secondly the law focusses on functions and
management of the authorities involved in solid waste management. In addition, the thesis also
focus on the people’s rights and liberties under the Constitution, people’s participation in natural
resource and environmental conservation, government functions (or public services) and major
principles of environmental management.

In fact, the major problems concerning the law on solid waste management nowadays
are that there are various laws governing the bodies related to solid waste management. These
laws have different purposes and are enforced under different authorities with various legal
procedures or operational methods. There is no provision under the law on solid waste
management that focuses on the whole system of solid waste management. Moreover, under the
mandate of law there are no criteria, standards, technical provisions as well as the inspection
mechanism on solid waste management of local administrative bodies. This means that there are
continuing, severe problems of garbage and waste disposal in Thailand. Likewise, it also impacts
on the environment and the livelihood of the people as the law is outdated and incompatible with
the current government mandate in preserving and protecting the natural resources and

environment sustainably.



A comparative study was undertaken of various theories and Laws on solid waste
management in other countries which consider solid waste management to be a national issue as
well as maintaining the standard and effectiveness of solid waste management, e.g. U.S.A.,
Germany and Japan. As a result the thesis proposes the Law on Solid Waste Management be the
principle law to set the legal regulations on all types of solid waste management as well as to set
the sanitary waste disposal regulations and to establish the central body to inspect and manage the
waste disposal systematically. In addition, the provisions on the rights of the people to participate
in the solid waste management as well as the ability to prosecute bodies and persons who violate
the law penalty should be prescribed. This will enhance the system of solid waste management so
that it conforms to the principles of the international environmental management best practice, as
well as the legislative intent of the Constitution on the protection of rights of the people and
community in which the environment shall be protected, promoted and preserved by the public

sector for the well-being of the people and local community.



