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*" Austria Constitution Article 18 [Rule of Law]

(1) The entire public administration shall be based on law.

(2) Every administrative authority can on the basis of law issue ordinances within its sphere of
competence.

(3) If the immediate issue of measures, which require in accordance with the Constitution a
resolution by the House of Representatives, becomes necessary to prevent obvious and irreparable damage to
the community at a time when the House of Representatives is not assembled, cannot meet in time, or is
impeded from action by circumstances beyond its control, the Federal President can at the recommendation of
the Federal Government and on his and their responsibility take these measures by way of provisional law-
amending ordinances. The Federal Government must present its recommendation with the consent of the
Standing Sub-Committee to be appointed by the Main Committee of the House of Representatives (Article 55
(2)). Such an ordinance requires the countersignature of the Federal Government.

(4) Every ordinance issued in accordance with Paragraph (3) shall without delay be submitted by
the Federal Government to the House of Representatives which if it is not in session at this time shall be
convened by the Federal President, but if it is in session by the President of the House of Representatives, on
one of the eight days following its submission. Within four weeks of the submission, the House of
Representatives must either vote a corresponding federal law in place of the ordinance or pass a resolution
demanding that the ordinance immediately become invalidated. In the latter case the Federal Government must
immediately meet this demand. In order that the resolution of the House of Representatives may be adopted in
time, the President shall at the latest submit the motion to the vote on the last day but one before expiry of the
four weeks deadline; detailed provisions shall be made in the Standing Orders.

(5) The ordinances specified in Paragraph (3) may not contain an amendment to provisions of
federal constitutional law and may have for their subject neither a permanent financial burden on the Federation
nor a financial burden on the States, Districts, or Counties nor financial commitments for federal citizens nor an
alienation of state property nor measures of matters specified in Article 10 (1) no.11 nor, finally, such as

concern the right of collective association or rent protection.
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