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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study application of installment payment of fine in
criminal case for fine enforcement under Penal Code of Thailand. Fine enforcement related to
practical departments and performing officials as well as the trial of Court and enforcement under
section 29 of the code reflect that adequate time of fine payment, which defendant may not be
confined in lieu of fine, is not provided to them. In case of provided reasonable time, where
installment payment of fine is paid, the confinement or forfeiture in lieu of fine shall not be
occurred.

The study finds that time of thirty days under the Code, leading to immediate
confinement on a day of judgment, is insufficient for judgment practice. The problem shall not be
resolved as well as defendant’s liberty shall not only be deprived but also a State shall has more
burdens about control of confinement in lieu of fine or short imprisonment and prison
overcrowding.

Nowadays, this global problem needs domestic cooperation, for example, in Common
Law jurisdictions such as USA or United Kingdom, installment payment of fine shall be applied
to some offences which defendant could pay either cash or cheque within reasonable time or
installment payment provided by the Court while in Civil Law jurisdiction as Germany, the Court
has discretion to settle time of payment which is similar to installment payment of fine. That is to
be said that in case of failure to fine, installment payment shall be provided and the Court shall
revoke the right of installment payment of fine in case of default payment.

For effective and right fine enforcement and punishment as well as convenient
judgment practice, the suggestions are that installment payment of fine under Penal Code shall be

introduced by providing that the Court, considering person’s financial status, earning ability and



their family, has discretion to order installment payment of fine and Thai Marshals shall be direct
responsible for function, proceeding and practice for the purpose of right and fair fine

enforcement of criminal justice.



