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The purpose of this study is to explore and analyze the folklife of people
in Nakhon Si Thammarat in various aspects: social, political, governmental,
economic, moral values, customs, and beliefs, through Nai Nang Klaonoi
Rojanamethakul’s Nang Talung narratives recorded from his live perforinance
in 1982. The methodology used in this study comprises an analysis of the Nang
Talung narrartive of “Mother’s Karma” and in-depth field interviews conducted
with local people, local community leaders, local scholars and Nai Nang Talung.
Descriptive analysis is also employed when a finding is given.

It 1s found that the narrative of “Mother’s Karma” depict the social

aspccts and personality traits of local people of Nakhon Si Thammarat. Through

the narrative, some of the compelling characteristics of the local people can be
well identified. Examples of these characteristics are the love of unity, dignity.
and a strong sense of individuality and self-respect. The Nang Talung narratives
also clearly reflect the love and loyalty Nakhon Si Thammarat people have for
His Majesty the King.

Nai Nang Klaonoi Rojanamethakul’s Nang Talung narratives also
identify Nakhon Si Thammarat people’s folklife relating to beliefs, moral values,
and customs, i.€. beliefs concerning animism, Buddhism, magic and folk healing.

The moral values of Nakhon Si Thammarat People are also depicted in
many episodes of the narrative of “Mother’s Karma”.

The picture of Nakhon Si Thammarat peopie’s folklife revealed in the

field data is consistent with that of the picture in “Mother’s Karma”.



