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TE 158473

This thesis studies factors causing the riots against Thailand in
Cambodia on January 29, 2003. The study finds that the phenomenon hag its
roots in historical differences in various aspects between the peoples of the
two countries.

The study is a documentary research with supplementary Interviews
and qualitativé analysis.

It is found that the riots on January 29, 2003 did not involve domestic
political problems in Cambodia. In fact, it was an incident which hag been
thought to be controllable but the situation went out of control, and thys
developed from bad to worse. This can be seen in the fact that the election on

July 27, 2003 had noting to do with the riots on January 2003.
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The incident was rather brought about by the feeling and consciousness
among the Cambodians against being influenced, if not dominated, by the
Thai people in their relationship.

Furthermore, the incident was caused by the difference and feeling of
inequality on the part of the Cambodian people, sensing the exploitation by
the Thais.

The riots on January 29, 2003 deteriorated the relationship between
Cambodia and Thailand to the point that Thailand downgraded the official
relations to the levsl of Charge d’Affaires.

In dealing with the crisis, the Thai government immediately demanded
the government of Cambodia to do its utmost to protect the interests of the
Thailand and its citizens planned to evacuate Thai people from Cambodia, and
demanded the compensation for the damaged done to Thai people and
properties. The Cambodian government complied with all the demands.

This led to the betterment of the relationship between the two countries.
After the crisis, the two governments tried to cooperate actively to solve the
problem; particular committees were set up, and leaders of the two countries
met to discuss ways to improve the relationship.

It is proposed in the study that networks of Non—Government
Organizations can play a leading role in bringing closer contact between the
two governments and peoples in various aspects. Academic institutions in
each country should put more effort to understanding more about the way of

life of the peoples. Scholars should exchange their findings and cooperate in
joint projects to promote understanding, educational and cultural development

among the peoples of the two countries.

In a broader perspective, ASEAN leaders should meet more frequently
so that they would become more friendly and subsequently, conflicts could be
ameliorated Moreover, news reports on development in other neighboring

countries should be carried out with considerable caution and care.





