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The objectives of this thesis are to study Thai government policy cn
border trade between Thai and Myanmar as well as to find out existing
problems and obstacles including internal political factors affecting both
countries relations and boerder trade. This research uses qualitative method in
conducting study.

The findings can be stated Thailand’s policy is to achieve being regional
trade center or at least being a gateway for regional trade. The long connecting
border about 2,532 kms between Thai and Myanmar are strategically important to
their economic and trade relations. The Thai aims at Myanmar rich natural

resources and market for trade and investment as well as at exporting products
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from her expanding industrial sector especially consumer goods which served
Mynmar’s basic needs, while Mynmar also needs investment and technology
from Thailand.

The obstacles and problems are the disparity of development between
the two countries, such as there are no standard pattern of trade, the banking
system, as well as coordination and incompatible working system. The trade
still uses informal and personal trust among traders resulting in informal and
illegal trade, since there is insufficient legal system to uphold trade
development. Besides, problems from internal politipal conflicts within
Myanmar also affect border relations and sometimes induce confrontation so
that the border are occasionally closed. There are, however, correcting
measures to improve relation such as exchanges of representatives,
negotiations and so on. The recommendations are as follow:

1. To solve and to improve relations via diplomatic means in order to
promote ‘just and trust’ in trading system along the border.

2. To promote coordination and unity among concerning bureaucracy
to facilitate trade.

3. To promote confidence for traders and investors by
introducingmeasures such as refunding VAT, promotion to reduce costs in
order to increase competitiveness of Thai traders vis-a-vis their competitors,
L.e. Singapore, Malaysia.

4. To create update and fast track information, especially warning and

preventive measure to counter unexpected border close.

5. Promotion of good relations in both public and private sectors
between the two countries as well as enhancing trade activities, exchange
academic and local knowledge cooperation.

6. Thai Government should expresses clear position adhering to the

principles of ASEAN of which both nations are members.



