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The purpose of this thesis is to analyze causes, factors and probability
of the lack of opportunities and rights of the disabilities especially the deaf.
The thesis emphasizes on a case study of the hearing-impaired in the disability
community leading to the searching for solutions and suggestions to all
concerned the probable policy implementation of both governmental and
private sectors.

The researcher noted the legislative history that “impairment” means
any physical disorder or condition, cosmetic disfigurement or anatomical loss
affecting body systems, such as neurological; special sense organs; respiratory
including speech organs, etc. In consultation with the National Association of

the Deaf in Thailand together with the assistance of many governmental



TE 159610

agencies, the researcher has come to the conclusion that the physical
impairment made the hearing-impaired suppressed. They felt and regarded
themselves the burdens and alienation of the society. This impairment is a
“disability” that substantially limits their major life activities of which
individuals must be able to perform. They live in the world of deaf scene.
Most of them do not try to the best self-help and this is the major cause of
which the lack of rights and opportunities have come across. The
aforementioned impairment inevitably limits them from legitimate enjoyment
of equal ri g}its in both economic, political and social activities.

In accordance with the questionnaires answered by the 200 hearing-
impaired nationwide, the researcher has also found that they are badly in need
of the sign-language interpreters in order for them to be able to communicate
with the government officials in various circumstances, especially when they
are charged with the case. They need better medical services; security in
social welfare; prospect for employment; more support from the governmental
sector which finally lead tg the equal rights and opportunities as mentioned.

Finally, they necj& the world’s patience, intimacy and love to
understand them. The close relationship and generosity of the family
members, particularly the parents, can help boost the development of both
physical and mental conditions for they can live happily with the normal

community.



