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Crowded conditions and unpleasant environment of a city initiate
acquirement for public parks. With recognition of the importance of the
pleasing natural scence to the quality of urban living, the comprehensive
urban plan of Bangkok in 2001 provided that the park system be
accommodated to the public. Responding to the plan, the Park
Management Division of the Bangkok Metropolis Office has resolved
that five rai of park area for every one thousand of people, or eight
square metres per person, should be provided to the urban dwellers.
Using this criterion to evaluate its working efficiency, it is found that
the Division fails to meet its own target because of the continuing

increase of urban population and the high cost of the urban property.
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This research attempts to propose another alternative measure for
considering the spatial potentiality of Bangkok park services. The study
has been conducted in the areas of five district parks in Bangkok,
namely, Lumpini, Vajira Benjathas, Chatuchak, Queen Sirikit and Seri
Thai Parks. The spatial potentiality of the park services has been
evaluated by contemplating the user attractiveness of the park locations
and the potentiality of the park space capacity. The attractiveness has
been estimated by the population potential model or gravity model, as
the name is largely known. For the potentiality, the measurement of the
capacity of passive and active recreation spaces within each park has
been proceeded, based on the ideas that different recreation spaces could
be enlarged temporarily in the context of alternate using among
different recreation areas themselves . Since enlarging space means
enlarging the number of park users that the park space could support,
the spatial potentiality of the park services can be measured.

The research has found that the locations of the studied parks
potentially attract about two hundred thousand park users within the
average distance of 3.78 kilometres from their nearby neighborhoods. For
the capacity of the park spaces, only the Lumpini Park has the least
potentiality in its spatial capacity. Other parks have high potentialities

in extending their spatial services.
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