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Like all other huge cities in the world, Bangkok is now faced with the
problem of losing its own agricultural land on its own urban fringes.
Expansion of urbanization from the city is one of the factors threatening the
survival of the agricultural land in the suburbs. Although green belt measures
has been implemented, it is uniikely that this problem would be alleviated.

With recognition that this problem is critica! to an urban environmental
development planning scheme, this research attempts to study the trend in the
viability of the agricultural land in the countryside of the city. The research
has been conducted on the concept that most agricultural land surrounding the
cities survives the urban pressures by agricultural intensification strategy.

Therefore, the levels of intensity of land use structure and land use
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management of farmers are explored. Data on socio-economic structure of
farmers are also accumulated to find out the level of urban resistant force of
them.

In collecting the data, two suburban districts were selected, Taling
Chan and Thawi Watthana. Field surveys were carried out accompanied by
aerial photograph interpretation. Sampled farmer households consisted of one
hundred and eighty-five and one hundred and forty-five households in Taling
Chan and Thawi Watthana, respectively, totaling three hundred and thirty
household samples.

As revealed by this research, the land use structure of the studied area
is made of urban land and agricultural land. The proportion of urban land
which is mainly in Taling Chan is greater than that of agricultural land. Farms
can be seen dispersed all over the studied area, but the denser part is in the
remote rural area which is mostly in Thawi Watthana. Farms located closed to
the urban area are found less intensive in investmbent while those with higher
intensive investment are in the rural part of the area. The structure of land use
together with low intensive land management and the weak resistant force
characterized by low socio-economic status of farmers lead this agricultural
area susceptible to urban land conversion. Then, the viability of agricultural

land in these suburbs tends to be in danger.





