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Urban transportation plays a key role in urban growth and
development. Through the structure and capacity of its linkage system, urban
transportation causes changes in locational accessibility within a city. As the
case of movement increases, it helps to increase the interaction between
locations. Over time a particular urban location may undergo changes in land
use structure as a result of changes in interrelationship with other urban
places. Thus, the spatial structure of a city is evident in the change of
locational accessibility and the land use pattern within its urban area.

Based on the concept that urban transportation and spatial development
of cities are mutually dependent, this research tries to find out the pattern of

urban development within Bangkok’s metropolitan area. In verifying the
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stated concept, eight areas within 2.5 kilometres of eight nodes located in the
elevated expressway network were studied. It also examined the level of
accessibility of each location and its land use structure through a netwofk
analysis method and aerial photograph interpretation.

It is found that the most accessible places within the expressway
network are nodes located in the inner city, namely Din Daeng, Phaya Thai
and Khlong Toei (Port). Apart from state property, land in these areas is
mostly used for commercial and industrial purposes. The areas are so
congested that the expansion of land use has been developed into vertical
structures. On the other side, the nodes located on the northern and eastern
fringes of the city, such as the ones in the areas of Chaeng Watthana, Ram
Inthra and Si Nakharin are less accessible. The formerly agricultural lands in
those nodes have been converted mostly into residential and commercial uses.
However, there are some nodes that their land use compositions have been
changed into industrial specialization. Those areas are found in the
neighborhood of Dao Khanong and Bang Na, in the southwest and southeast
of the elevated expressway network. The land use specialization in the two
studied areas is a result of their experiences of repeated changes in
accessibility due to longer duration of influence of the elevated expressways.
Taking everything into account, the urban development of Bangkok exerted
by the elevated expressways has been due to the growth of many isolated
suburban centers at the ends of the lines. In general, the spatial organization of

Bangkok Metropolis has become a polycentric pattern.





