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This research is in the form of a quantitative research study, and was
conducted using the survey research method, specifically by using
questionnaires as a data-collecting tool from two sample groups: children and
youths, both inside and outside the school system, within the area under the
jurisdiction of Bang Gruay District police station. The sample population
consisted of 60 schoolchildren and an equal number of young people from
outside the school system, the response being 100%, 1.e. all 120
questionnaires were returned for subsequent analysis.

The objectives of this research are fourfold, as follows:
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1. To collect the knowledge about drugs (amphetamine and its
derivatives), including its current diffusion in Thailand and the circumstances
under which drugs are distributed among children and youth, a valuable
human resource in terms of future social and national development.

2. To explore comparative differences in the level of knowledge and
awareness of the drug amphetamine between children and youths both inside
and outside the school system in the area studied.

3. To study the individual and family characteristics of children and
young people both inside and outside the school system.

4. To suggest appropniate guidelines for imparting knowledge and
building consciousness concerning drug use, as well as preventive measures,
particularly with regard to the use of amphetamine or Yaa-baa, among
children and young people.

The findings of this research are as follows:

With regard to the sample, consisting of children and youths both
inside and outside the school system, there was a very high level of
knowledge of all aspects of drugs (amphetamine). The results also indicated
that there was no difference in their level of awareness in terms of the various
names of the drug, its character, its effects, its impact on the body, and its
social, economic and political effects, as well as its impact on national
security.

It was also found that children and youth both inside and outside the

school system were aware of the problem of the spread of drugs and how it is

affecting the social, economic and political environment and national security.
In addition, their level of awareness of the judicial punishment involved
regarding the consumption and sale of drugs in all the above-mentioned

contexts was quite high, as was their awareness of self-preventive measures.





