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The purpose of the analysis of supernatural figures in northemn
Thai folktales was:

1. To collect and classify the supernatural figures.

2. To analyée the beliefs and social values concerning the supernatural
figures.

3. To analyse the roles and values of the supernatural figures.

This research was based on a deductive approach by studying the
northern folktales that refer to the supernatural figures. The results of this

study indicated that thesupernatural figures in these tales could be classified
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into ten different categories, namely Indra, supernatural beings, men with
exceptional performance, animals with exceptional performance, giants,
ghosts, Garuda, Naga, mermaids, and articles possessing supernatural power.

These supernatural figures in the northern regions’ folk tales had
their sources in Brahminism, Hinduism, and Buddhism, expressing the
belief and fear of unseen mysteries.

These figures possessed various shapes and actions. The supernatural
figures in northemn folktales mostly had Buddhistic belief, besides, there were
belief in supernatural power, occultism, ghosts, and astrology. Most northern
supernatural figures’ values consisted of general social values, and the
supernatural figures’ customs related to the careers of northern people.

The role of these supernatural figures were to help the main character
of the tales. These supernatural figures mostly were Indra, supernatural
beings, and hermits. The evil figures were giants, ghosts, and articles with
supernatural power. The objects or tools having supernatural power, such
as magic arrows, magic shoes, magic ivory, and magic diamond sticks,
were utilized as their weapons to make these tales more interesting.

The values of these supernatural figures were found to be composed
and carried on to the tales, which quickly and sensibly led to the goal and
appropriate ending of the tales, persuading the reader’s mind and spirit
to follow the story closely. Besides, there were hidden morals and witty

remarks spoken by the figures; for instance, those figures who did good

deeds would eventually receive good results, while bad conduct would
be liable to a bad result. This shows that the supematural figures contributed
a teaching tactic to teach the people in society to be well behaved and follow

suit.





