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The National Human Rights Commmission is an Independent Regulatory
Body provided for under the Constitution and the National Human Rights Act. It
has powers and duties to provide advice to the government, the national assembly or
any other organization by giving suggestions on the law, administration and human
rights violations. It also has a quasi-jurisdictional role as it is responsible for
solving problems between people by suggesting compromises, informing them
of their rights or advising them how to solve problems. The success of the National
Human Rights Commission is possible by virtue of the provisions of the law.
Although the National Human Rights Commission Act aims to protect and help
people whose human rights are violated, there are some provisions in the Act

that obstruct these proceedings. For example, there is no provision to establish
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provincial or local branch offices, when it is a matter of fact that there are many
human rights violations in local areas and it is difficult for the people there to
acquire the information they need to establish the facts of the violations. Furthermore,
annual reports are made on human rights violations, but there is no provision to
allow the Commission to present a report to the government in cases of emergency.
It is alsc true that when it comes to inspecting the facts, the National Human
Rights Commission’s power and duties are the same as those of the Ombudsmen.
Many sessions have been held in order to solve these problems, but confusion
about their respective roles remains.

There are other obstructions to the workings of the Human Rights Commission.
On occasions, inspectors hurriedly submit cases to the courts to avoid inspection
by the National Human Rights Commission. Moreover, there is no law to force
government agencies or enterprises to cooperate with the National Human Rights
Commission when they are seeking official documents. Nor can they be compelled
to provide exhibits or witnesses.

Therefore, in order to reduce the procedural problems of the National
Human Rights Commission, local branch offices should be established, emergency
cases should be presented to the government directly and the National Human
Rights Commission’s powers and duties should be clearly differentiated from
those of the Ombudsmen, either by correcting the law or adding to it. These

changes would result in more effective human rights protection for the people

of Thailand.
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[n addition, State officials need more understanding so that they promote
the protection of human rights. Lastly, in order to make the law more effective
and respected, there should be corrections or additions made to the law to ensure
that there is cooperation whenever it is requested by the National Human Rights

Commission.





