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The objectives of this thesis were to study the role, vision and work of the
police as investigators concerning the protection of the freedoms and rights of the
people according to the Constitution of Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 (1997).
The constitution contains legal provisions regarding the protection of individuals
who are involved in criminal cases, as a result of which police officers will be
required to adjust their role and vision to ensure that they conform with the
principle of protection of the freedoms and rights of the people under the
current constitution.

The study found that police officers have power with regard to both

the prevention and suppression of crime, the investigation of criminal cases
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in accordance with the Criminal Procedure Code and other laws that specify
punishment for crime. With regard to the effective resolution of such criminal
cases, police need to adjust to their new role and vision as dispensers of justice,
role which must be defined in a clear-cut manner. In particular, adjusting the
working goals of a police force consisting of more than 200,000 officers will
take time, but the results of the study regarding this new role and vision are as
follows:

1) Acting as dispensers of justice in accordance with the current
constitution.

2) Establishing transparency in the investigative process.

3) Adjusting attitude to allow fair treatment at the investigative level.

4) Adjusting working performance with the goal of achievement of
fair and just procedures throughout the entire system rather than in just one
department.

5) Adjusting working performance by reforming the working culture to
embrace a new vision with regard to the administration of investigative work.

6) To adjust the working performance of the police in a progressive
manner in the prevention and suppression of crime.

7) To establish an alternative system whereby cases will not lead to
legal proceedings and end up in the court system.

Anyhow, the individuals who play the main role in spearheading and
determining the new role for the police are the highest-ranking officers and
heads of departments. If police are able to adjust to their new role and vision

in accordance with this study, it will add a new dimension to their mission as

dispensers of justice to ensure that justice is accomplished throughout the

entire criminal justice system.





