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The aims of this research on “The Dévelopment of Democracy in
Myanmar: Opportunities and Obstacles are to study the following.

1. Developments in the politics of Myanmar before the demand for
democracy in A.D. 1988.

2. The changes that led to the development of democracy in Myanmar
since 8 August 1988 until 2004.

3. The factors affecting the development of democracy in Myanmar.

The research findings are that the factors affecting the development of

democracy in Myanmar can be divided into both external and internal factors.
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The external factors arc as follows.

[. The United Nations is the organization that has attempted to create a
compromise between the Burmese government and the Opposition Party
leader i.e. Aung San Suu Kyi. The United Nations pays attention to the
development of democracy as an issue involving human rights.

2. Western countries, such as the United States of America and the
European Union, have employed economic and trade sanctions to force the
Burmese government to implement democracy. They also refuse to issue a
visa to important European dignitaries who would like to visit Myanmar.

3. The members of ASEAN have attempted to develop democracy in
Myanmar in a creative manner by suggesting ways of achieving the goal of
democracy.

The internal factors are as follows.

1. The liberation movement is a groﬁp that has attempted to develop
democracy in Myanmar from the past down to the present by asking all
nations to take a serious look at the political problems in Myanmar.

2. The military is an important group that plays a role in the pace of
the development of democracy in Myanmar. The problems and obstacles
related to internal politics of this country are caused by the military.

3. Political parties and concerned groups in Myanmar are important
organizations in that they attempt to create democracy in Myanmar by

democratic means. The most important person is Aung San Suu Kyi.
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4. Ethnic minoritics constitute the most important problem in
Myanmar. For a long time, Myanmar has had a problem with its ethnic
minorities that have always sought independence. The Burmese government
therefore has not been able to devote themselves in earnest to the development
of democracy in Myanmar.

5. The economic problems that have resulted from the sanctions
imposed by the West have affected the economic system as a whole.
Therefore, the Burmese government needs to pay attention to solving the
country’s economic problems before they embark upon the path to

democracy.





