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The study of reconciliation process and democratic transition in Burma
(Myanmar) during 1990-2003 focused on political conflict between the
military junta and the elected democratic opposition, supported by ethnic
minority groups and other pro-democracy organizations.

Objectives of this research are as follows:

1. To study factors and sources of political conflict in Burma
(Myanmar).

2. To find long lasting solution for political conflict in Burma
(Myanmar) and to study possibility of democratic transition.

3. To study role, method and potential of certain groups and

organizations concerning reconciliation process, together with format of
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future administration and how it will affect relationship between Thailand and
Burma (Myanmar).

4. To provide guidance to Thailand strategy toward the military junta
and the pro-democracy groups. To gather all information necessary for
settlement of proper bilateral relationship.

The research indicates that the present economic, social and political
crisis in Burma (Myanmar) come out of the political conflict caused by
military regime who claims that it is fulfilling its paramount duty of protecting
national interest, national unity and national sovereignty and that the military
is the sole institution which can achieve these national causes. Such conflicts
also stem from the fact that Burma (Myanmar) consists of many groups of
ethnic minority which desire to have their own self-determination. The regime
also has no confidence that the civil government can maintain country as the
union. As a result, the military junta continues hanging on power and minority
groups have to rely on armed struggle to ensure their freedom. At the same
time, the political parties which won the general election conduct domestic
and international political activities to achieve their political aim which is to
restore democracy in Burma (Myanmar).

There are three main groups in Burma (Myanmar) politically. Fist of all
the democratic forces led by NLD, allied with minority groups which does not
reach cease-fire agreement with the junta. They appeal for tripartite dialogue
under the United Nations resolution. Secondly the military Government or the

junta made considerable efforts to reduce pressure from international
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community by using political tactics such as release of political prisoners,
arrest and release of Daw Aung San Su Kyi and creation of ultra-patriotism by
instigating tension with neighboring countries especially with Thailand. By
using these tactics, the junta made excuses that the military needs special
rights and absolute power needed to protect the country from internal and
external threats and also to convene unilateral National Convention.

Lastly, the armed-minorities under the name of NDF (National
Democratic Front), merged with politicians and students arrived at the border
and in exile and formed the DAB (Democratic Alliance of Burma) which led
to the formation of NCUB (National Council of the Union of Burma) and
NCGUB (National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma). These
organizations actively conduct political activities along Thai-Burma
(Myanmar) border and worldwide to achieve tripartite dialogue. They all
accept the formation of federal state as future administration.

World community expects the junta to settle reconciliation process and
gradually solve political problem. However, The Depayin incident on May
30, 2003 where supporters of NLD clashed with members of USDA which is
under supervision of the junta led to sanctions and pressure from many
countries on the junta. Later on, the junta appointed General Khin Kyunt as
the Prime Minister and announced the 7 steps road map to democracy. The
road map aims at continuation of National Convention which has been

stopped since 1996.
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During the same period, opposition and minorities in Burma
(Myanmar) together with exile politicians also announced their own road
maps which focus on the same objective of restoring democracy, but they
demand to honor the results of the may 27, 1990 general election and to cease
present unilateral National Convention. They also suggest formation of
interim coalition government and convening of free, representative and
inclusive (genuine) National Convention.

Unity and determination of the junta to stay in power make it deaf on
suggestions and appeals from the international community, including the
United Nations, ASEAN and neighboring countries. Even China, which is the
most influential country on Burma (Myanmar), can not have enough leverage
on the regime to intervene internal affairs of Burma (Myanmar).

Reconciliation process in Burma (Myanmar) definitely will become
more complicated due to the unilateral National Convention. Such convention
ignores the rights of elected representatives and minorities who are eager to
join the tripartite dialogue. As a result, they are forced to continue their armed
struggle against the junta.

Political transformation in Burma (Myanmar) has two possibilities.

1. The outcome of general election which will be held in near future
certainly will be a great victory of the junta. Yet the transfer of power from
military to civilian is still difficult.

2. The power struggle within the military regime. There are at least

two factions inside the regime. One led by General Maung Aye and one led by
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General Khin Nyunt. The power struggle can become out of control and lead
to the transfer of power to the civilian politicians.

Political development in Burma (Myanmar) since 1990 election
indicated that no outside influence can pressure the junta to pursue democratic
transition. The junta is ready to cut off or cease relationship with any
government. Thai policy in dealing with future political situation in Burma
(Myanmar) is to make the junta accept opinions from the outside and make
Burma (Myanmar) citizens to be proud of junta administration.

Now is the appropriate time that Thailand should incline to friendly
policy by providing sympathy to the junta and does not follow western
countries putting pressure on Burma (Myanmar). At the same time, Thailand
should not use tough measures to the pro-democratic groups along Thai-
Burma (Myanmar) border.

Thailand should play progressive role in support of reconciliation
dialogue to eliminate conflicts between the junta and minorities by using low-
profile means.

Thailand should facilitate the reconciliation process in Burma
(Myanmar), which will enable Thailand to gain sustainable fraternal
relationship. Moreover, Thai military should inform and create understanding
of the personnel in affected area about Thai peace policy toward Burma
(Myanmar) which includes defending Thai territory from being used by

minority groups against Burma (Myanmar) government. Military should also
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provide intelligence and information which are essential to make proper
policy toward Burma (Myanmar).

Suggestions for reconciliation process and democratic transition in
Burma (Myanmar):

1. To agree that problem in Burma (Myanmar) must resolve through
tripartite dialogue

2. To deny resolution without participation of leaders who represent
democracy and representative from 1990 election.

3. To agree that world community must play important role in
facilitating the reconciliation process.

4. To initiate convening of forums and conferences aiming to receive
opinions from the junta, political parties and ethnic minority groups. With
coordination from world community in providing venues and budget for these
conventions, facilitating the visa process, ensuring security, training
negotiation skills, helping reconciliation of conflicts and improving their
political capacity to deal with conflicts.

5. To make follow ups on progress and conflicts in the reconciliation
process.

6. To encourage the international community to support the United

Nations resolution for sustainable peace in Burma (Myanmar).
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