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Corruption by persons holding political positions has long rooted in Thai
society until there was the political reformation after the promulgation of the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540. The political reformation aims
at three major area: firstly, the participation of the people in politics; secondly,
to increase more review of the exercise of state power with honesty and
transparency; thirdly, to increase political stability and efficiency.

Section 291 of the Constitution is one of the measures which is used to
review the exercise of state power by those holding political positions by
requiring them, their spouses, and underage children to declare their accounts
showing particulars of assets and liability to the National Counter Corruption
Commission. This independent agency shall conduct the examination and

indicate the possible guilt to the Constitutional Court for its decision
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and imposition of penalty under Section 295 of the Constitution if there is any
violation or noncompliance by removal from the positions or barring from
holding any political position for a period of five years from the date of
removal from the position.

The result of the study reveals that the measure in controlling the
examination of the exercise of state power under Section 291 is found to be
effective only a certain degree. However, there remains some problems and
obstacles which prevent the political reformation from being successful as it
should. Moreover, individual and the position required to submit the accounts
showing particulars of assets and liability under the Constitution does not
cover the operation of the National Counter Corruption Commission and other
supporting elements. The author recommends the guideline in amending
Section 291 of the Constitution and the Organic Law on Counter Corruption
Act B.E.2541 Section 2 by adding more individuals who are required to
submit the accounts showing particulars of assets and liability so that the
examination process of those exercising state power shall be more efficient

and effective in fulfilling the intent of the Constitution.
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