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The aim of this research study on “A Comparative Study of Myth in
the North and the Northeast” is to collect and classify tales from the North and
the Northeast and to analyze the values, beliefs, and the ways of life of the
people found in these tales.

The analysis covers 79 tales in all 45 from the North and 34 from the
Northeast.

The findings are that traditional tales are tales that explain facts and
natural phenomena. They attempt to solve problems or clear up doubts
regarding natural phenomena, such as rain, thunder, day and night, the lunar

and solar eclipse, the origins of the earth and man, folk heroes and culture,

(6)



163426

saints and other religious figures and religious rites. Some tales talk about
various deities and celestial beings, such as Lord Indra; others talk about
animals and human beings. These tales have been passed on from generation
to generation until they have become rooted in current belief.

Regarding the values they represent, traditional tales have similar
characteristics: they respect obeisance to elders, respect for one’s parents,
gratitude to others, the repayment of gratitude, generosity and devotion to the
community, the honoring of one’s word, perseverance, the lack of greed, and
love and praise for the knowledgeable and the powerful.

Regarding beliefs, these tales are similar in showing beliefs in nature,
guardian spirits, ghosts, and divine beings. They also indicate the belief that
there is a mystical power in nature that created all phenomena. These beliefs
are connected to religion, to notions of heaven and hell, and to merit-making
and rebirth. In addition, there are beliefs in the law of karma, tradition, the
Lord Buddha, astrology, the magic arts and magic spells.

Regarding their depiction of Thai life, these tales are similar in
presenting ways of life that make nature their principal focus in selecting
settlements, types of residence, family life, professions and traditions. All
these involve everyday life.

These tales from the North and the Northeast contain a great deal of
food for thought, including the teaching of moral principles, Buddhist

precepts and so on, which are of great value to society as a whole.
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