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Waste water problems have been a dire predicament to the process of
maintenance and promotion of environmental quality, which directly affects
man’s existence in the society because of the fact that water is an absolutely
essential natural resource to mankind for the purposes of consumption. A
draining in the form of waste water from such sources as community drainage
system, industrial drainage system, agricultural drainage system, and other
sources has polluted natural water resources. It is therefore necessary to
impose a restriction on the waste water drainage in communities, using the
knowledge, capability, and power of those involved as a means of control. In

this case the use of legal measures is inevitable that the local government
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organization become an important mechanism to achieve the goal by means
of establishing the rules and regulations against and the punishment of those
violators of the laws of the community’s regulations or the laws imposed by
the local government organization. This includes the payment of fine to
compensate those who have suffered the damage and troubles done to them
by those who inappropriately drain the waste water or any other wastes into
the water reservoir or by government officials that cause water pollution,
which has become a national problem that requires an immediate intervention
by the government, which needs to get involved by doing whatever is
necessary as stipulated by the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.
2540, which specifies that the local government organization is required to
assume the roles, powers, and duties to maintain and promote environmental
quality. Unfortunately, however, Thailand is still lacking in the direction and
the code of law enforcement with regard to the maintenance and promotion of
environmental quality, and besides, the Thai laws on water pollution control
are not exactly what they are supposed to be, when compared to the laws of
other countries like the United States and Japan, whose direct water pollution
control laws specify exact powers and duties of the governing bodies that
oversee the purity and wholesomeness of the sources of water by maintaining
the quality standard of the sources of water as well as the standard of the
waste water treatment before releasing such waste into natural water
resources. This includes the laws that specify legal proceedings or law
enforcement with severe punishment against those violators of such laws or

community regulations. As in the case of Thailand, the mode of control and



169501

addressing the water pollution issue is still at its beginning stage. It is
therefore the government’s duty to impose strict measures of law enforcement
-as well as launch a public relations campaign to recruit public participation in
the maintenance of water resources and point out harmful effects of water
pollution. If the general public do not take part and get involved in the
campaign to fight against water pollution problems, the predicament will

surely escalate beyond control.



