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The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2540, Section 2
stipulates that Thailand shall adopt a democratic regime of government with
the King as Head of the State; and Section 3 states that the sovereign power
belongs to the Thai people with the King as Head of the State, who shall
exercise such power through the National Assembly, The Council of
Ministers and the Courts. In addition, Section 90 designates that the National
Assembly shall consist of the House of Representatives and the Senate. It
follows that the democratic regime of government of Thailand should be
under the bicameral system as the Constitution specifies the qualifications of
the Senators in terms of education and age as well as other prohibitions

greater than those of the Representatives’. For instance, anyone who wishes
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to be a candidate in an election of senators must be of not less than 40 years
of age and have graduated with not lower than a Bachelor’s degree or its
equivalent. The stipulation that the candidate not be a member of or holder of
other position of a political party is specified differently from the restriction
of a candidate in an election of a member of the House of Representatives.
From a preliminary study, it has been found that the Constitution’s stipulation
of the primary or direct roles and powers of the Senate’s is different from
those of the House of Representatives’ in two ways: their roles and powers to
consider a bill having been approved by the House of Representatives and
their roles and powers to consider, select, appoint, consult, approve persons in
an organization according to Constitutions, and remove persons from office.
However, it has been found from the study that the present Constitution
cannot yet serve as an institution to enable the Senate to carry out duties or
reflect the intention of the general public in a very real sense. At the same
time, there have been indications of intentions and wishes from special
interest groups that attempted to exploit the Senate as a base and political
'bargaining power for themselves and their clans. Such manifestation reveals
the fact that the stipulations in the Constitution on the qualifications and
prohibitions as well as the induction into office of the Senators are incapable
of selecting someone to truly represent the people as defined by the intention
of the Constitution and the majority of the general public, the root causes of
which can be summarized as follows:

1. The problems of the process of induction into office;
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2. The problems of primary or direct roles and powers as stipulated by
the Constitution;

3. The problems of duplicating roles and powers;

4. The problems of relations or links with other organizations or
political institutions in the form of check and balance of power;

5. The problems of thought patterns in the development of the Thai
Parliamentary System.

From the problems mentioned above, if we are to maintain that
primary or direct roles or powers of the Senate according to the Constitution
are duplicating and repetitive of those roles and powers of the House of
Representatives except for some minor differences, in which cases the House
of Representatives would be able to solely use the power and perform a duty
without any negative consequences to the democratic regime system and the
separation of authority or the case of democratic regime of government with
the King as Head of the State in any way. The author believes that currently
there are many countries in the world that run democratic regimes of
government with the King as Head of the State and with unicameral
parliament and that those countries can develop their own politics and
government and see to it that their members of parliament truly reflect the
intentions of the general public. To enable the government of Thailand to
reflect the real intentions of the general public absolutely and truly, the author
would recommend that Thailand choose a unicameral parliament under the
regime of democratic government system with the check and balance of

Power and the separation of authority that can ultimately and truly reflect the



169502

voices of the people by means of the House of Representative with

unicameral legislature as defined by the Constitution.



