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2. Assoc. Prof. Pensee Setthawong

The objective of this research was to gain an understanding of what

motivates students to continue their studies for a master’s degree. A sample of

300 Mahidol University’s first-year graduate students was asked to answer

a questionnaire of a rating-scale type with reliability of 0.94 .

The findings of this study indicated the following:

1. The students listed the following as the reasons for continuing their

studies at a graduate level: personal, institutional, social and economic,

occupational and educational. Individually, the educational and the social and

economic reasons had the highest and lowest mean score, respectively, while

the institutional reason came second.
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2. The students differing in age did not significantly differ in their
reasons for continuing their studies either collectively or individually, except
for the personal and institutional reasons which had a statistically significant
different value at the level of 0.05.

3. The students enrolling in different programs of study did not
significantly differ in their reasons for continuing their studies either
collectively or individually, except for the institutional, social and
economical, and educational reasons which had a statistically significant
different value at the level of 0.05

4. The students differing in gender, previous educational institute, the
length of time after graduation and grade point average had significantly
different motivations in pursuing their graduate studies both collectively and

individually at the statistical level of 0.05.



