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The purposes of this study were to compare (1) Prathom Suksa VI
students’ learning achievement and (2) attitudes towards learning Social
Studies through Cooperative Student Teams-Achievement Divisions (STAD)
and traditional methods of learning.

The subjects consisted of 80 Prathom Suksa VI students from
Khlongkum School, Bung Kum district, Bangkok in the first semester of the

2003 academic year.
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The target groups were chosen by means of simple random sampling.
The experimental group and the control group consisted of 40 students each.
STAD was employed for the experimental group, while the control group was
taught by traditional methods. Both groups were taught by the researcher for
15 periods by using the experimental design called the pretest/posttest control
group design. The tools employed in this study consisted of the lesson plans
for both STAD and traditional methods, a learning achievement test and an
attitude test to determine the students’ attitude towards social studies.

The findings of this study indicated that there was a statistically
significant difference, at a level of .05, between the students’ achievement in
terms of Cooperative Learning and in terms of traditional methods. The
attitude of the students with regard to learning by the cooperative method was
at a higher level than it was by means of traditional methods.

The results indicated that the mean score of the experimental group on
the achievement test was, at .05, significantly higher than that of the control
group. In addition, the attitude of the experimental group towards learning
social studies was also significantly higher, at .05, than that of the control

group.
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