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ABSTRACT
243433

The research topic was Communication and Community People’s Participation in
Managing Ecotourism Resources ,Case Study; Tam Kang Kao Wat Khao Chong Pran
;Rachaburi Provinge. The objectives were to study the eco-tourism management at Tam Kang
Kao now, to analyze“ the process of communication and people participation in managing
ecotourism resources and to suggest the development of ecotourism management under
community participation.

The research used the qualitative research, field survey, the non-participant observation,
in-depth interview and focus group for collecting data from the sample groups which were the
people in Tao Poon Community about 9 villages and 45 people. The period of the study was
between May to October 2003.

The results were that they preferred two-way communication. That is, the Kamnan, the
Headman of village, the assistant of the Headman of village and the natural leaders who were the
abbot, the monk, the teacher in schools provided the information for the people in community.
The communication, however, was vertical communication which the community leaders or the
powerful people communicated. The media were the personal media, Broadcast Tower and
Taskforce media which were letters, announcements and posters. The personal media took
important roles because the leaders of community disseminated the information to government
organizations. The temple was a channel to inform the people in community.

Meanwhile, there was horizontal communication. That is, abbot and community leaders
opened the room for the people to freely ;hare their opinions. Temple, as the center of opinion

exchange, was public space that people made merit and had informal meeting.
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The outsiders were the government and private organizations which were local
government Kao Kwang, Tao Poon Police station, the Tourism Organisatioﬁ of Thailand and the
Office of Natural Resource: Area forbidding of hunting Tam Kang Kao and the tour guides.

In management, the decision making on ecotourism resources mainly depended on the
Abbot, as powerful person. The temple was in charge to organize the income from the bats’ waste
matter about more than ten millions baht. It caused the negotiating problems to get the areas from
many groups and organizations and was the obstacle to develop the tourism place. The temple
lacked of human power, knowledge, understanding about the eco-tourism places for development
of Tam Kang Kao and had no direction for conservative development.

For ecotourism\resources development, the researchers suggested that 1) the government
organizations should provide land lord, temple’s committees and people the information of
ecotourism. 2) Land lord should set information system such as a library and an exhibition hall
for tourists, researchers and people. 3) The abbot and opinion leaders in schools and community

should urge children’s spirit on the value of ecotourism via learning classes, learning activities

and hobby.
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